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7 THE i 
Chriſtian Monitor, &c. 
HAP. L | 


An Exhortation ts an Holy Life, with Motives 
thereto. 


ar T's very fad to conſider, not only how few Nations 

there are in the World which profeſs Chriſtianity, 

but alſo of thoſe who do profeſs it, how fe there 

are comparatively that live according to their Pro- 
feflion. Wherefore it well beſeems all Chriſt's faithful Ser- 
vants, eſpecially the Miniſters of his Goſpel, to uſe their ut- 
molt Endeavours, by Life & Doctrine, by publick & private 
Ex hortations, by preaching and writing, and by all the 
Ways they are capable, to promote true Piety and Holi- 
neſs amongſt all ſorts of Men, whether high or low, rich 
or poor, without Which tio Man can be happy, either in 
This World, or that to come. And though I well know 
that, thanks be to God, we abound with multitudes of 
excellent Books written to this End 1 Yet are not ſuch 
ſhort Inſtructions as theſe that follow, to be condemned 


as uſeleſs, fince they will, it's like, be more generally diſ- 
perſed, and that amongſt the very meaneſt of the People. 


And may mote eaſily be read and remembred by ſach as 


have neither time to read large Books, nor Money to buy. 
them. With ſuch as theſe I have occaſion often to meet, aud 
tor their ſakes chiefly it is that 1 publiſh this little Paper: 
being eneouraged thereto by ſome pious Perſons, bothof 
City and Country, who intend to give ſome of them a 
way to poor People about them, and thought others 
nite dots BE. And map ie leſs Go Yo Wyo BUR 
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fing to ſuch a mean Undertaking as this, and ſucceed it 
to the god of Souls, I ſhall little regard the Cenſures of 
the Curfous: Remembring the Saying { have ſomewhere 
met gyith of a devout Writer to this purpoſe, That he 
was deſirous his Books ſhould be ſcattered abroad upon 
Pedlers Stalls, and thence come into the Hands of com- 
mon People, for the encrealing of Knowledge and Piety, 
rather than be ſolemnly laid up and buried in the Libra- 
ries of the Learned. ; k 

Wherefore. without any more Preface, I mall addreſs 
my ſelf to you, for whole ſake I write theſe Lines, as a 
Perſuaſive co an boly and religious Lite. Now, in or- 
der thereto, Jet me beſeech you to look back upon your 
Lives paſt, and call your ſelves. to account, whether it 
has been your Care and Study to live in ſuch a Godly 
Manner as becomes thoſe who are baptized into the 
Name of Chriſt, and after him are called Chriſtians. 
Have you well confidered what is the meaning of this 
Name, and what Engagement you lie under to an holy 
Lite by taking it upon you in Baptiſm ? And do you keep 
well in Mind your Baptiſmal Vow, wherein you renoun- | 
ced the Devil, the World and the Fleſh; and promiſed 
to be Chriſt's faith ful Soldiers and Servants, and ſo to 
continue all the days of your Life ? Have you fo far un- 
deritood and confidered theſe things, that you have made 
it your chief Buſineſs to walk accordingly ? Do you watch 
carefully, and fight manfully againſt your ſpiritual Ene- 
mies? Do you live as thoſe that beſieve the Gopſel, ſin- 
cerely endeavouring in all thinesto know the Willof God, 
and do it? Since you take Chriſt's Name in your Mouth, 
are you careful to depart from all Iniquity? In a Word, 
is this your greateſt Study and Defign to pleaſe and glo- 
rifie God, and to work out your own Salvation? If your 
Conſciencecan truly witne(s for you, that it is indeed fo, 
and that wherein at any time you fall ſnort, or do amiſs, 
you are heartily grieved for it, and do daily labour to 
amend and grew better: If it be thus with you, I ſay, 
then bleſs God for his Grace and Mercy, hold on and 
proſper, and fear not but God will be with you; he will 
own you as his Children, and for his Son Jeſus fake will 
| beth pardon your Sins, and aſſiſt you by his Grace; he 
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will ow you by his Counſel, and at length receive you 
to Glory. . „5 
But pray dealfaighfully with your own Souls, and tell 
me, has it not beenfquite otherwiſe with you: Have yon 
not contented your ſelves with the bare Name and Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, and in the mean time led an ill 
Courſe of Lite,direaly contrary to your Proteſſion? Have 
you not lived in wilful Ignora nce of your Duty, or in 
groſs Sins againſt your Knowledge? Do not the Tempta- 
tions of the Devil, the Allurements of the World and the 
Fleſh many times prevail more with you, than the Com- 
mands of Almighty God, and the Voice of your on 
Conſcience? Are you not wont to neglett God's Wor- 
ſhip and Service both in the Church arid at Home? Vet, 
do you not profane his holy Name by Sweartngand Cur- 
ling ? Are you not often guilty of lying and {landrivg, of 
_ cc:zening and cheating, if not of down-right ftealing ? 
Do you not in your Anger uſe railing and reviling Lan- 
guage? Or, do you not live in Envy and Malige, ſeeking 
tor Revenge of thoſe that have done you any Injury? Do 
you not allow your ſelves in Drunkenneſs and Whore- 
dome, or ſome other known and wiltul Sin? To be ſhorr, 
Is there not ſomething or other in this World that you 
love more than you do God himſelt, and his Son Jetus? 
Are you not much more concerned ſor your Bodies than 
for your pr ecious Souls? And do you not more earneſtiy 
ſeek for Food and Rayment, and the good things of 
this Life, than after that eternal Kingdom of Glory 
which God hath promiſed to his faithful Servants in the 
World to come? 4 e „ 
It this indeed be your Ciſe, I beſeech you ma ke a 
Stand, and conſider well what you bave been doing; 
what a ſad and dangerovs Condition yeu have brought 
your ſelves into, and what the end of it will be if you 
hold on in ſuch evil Courſes. Humbly beg of God to 
make you duly ſenſible of your Sin and Danger, and to 
keep the Senſe thereof ſo cloſe to your Minds, that you 
may be brought not only to mourn, for your Sins but to 
lJoath and abhor them, and utterly to forſake the fame, 
henceforth reſolving, by the Grace of God, wholly. to 
Z ve up your ſelyes to his * and to walk ſted taftly 
- 3 
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in thoſe holy and good Ways, which he has appointed 
you. This is that ro which I do moſt earneſtly deſire to 
perſwade you. And that I may do wy utmoſt to prevail 
wot you, I ſhall lay before you ſome very weighty 
Arguments, which I requeſt you ſeriouſly to ponder of 
gs you read them, and God grant they may have their 
Effect upon the Heart of every Reader. Amen. | 
I. That you may be prevailed with to become God's 
aithful Servants, conſider, firſt, That this waz the great 
Evd for which God made you, and keps you alive, and gives 
you ſo many Mercies of all Sorts, You can tell, I. hope, that 
God made you, and that he made you to ſerve him. by 


living according to his Commandments. Theſe are ſome | 


of thoſe firſt things which Children learn; and it were 
well, if when they are grown up to be Men and Wo. 
men, they weuld uſe ſeriouſly to think of them and pra- 
ctiſe accordingly. The wiſe God has made all Creatures 
for ſome good End or other, and he has fitted them all 
for thoſe Ends and purpoſes for which he made them. 
To Man therefore has he given the Uſe of Reaſon, chief. 


ly to fit him for Religion, and to render him capable of 


knowing, loving and ſerving his great Creator and Bene- 
factor: And it is Religion Which makes the great Diffe- 
rence berwixt a Man and a Beaft : For brute Creatures 


have no Knowledge of God, no Regard to him, but are 


wholly led by their Senſes, and mind nothing elſe but 
what is before them here in this World. but the pooreſt 
Man on Earth, who has the Uſe of his Reaſon, is near akin 
to the very Angels themſelves; his Nature is like theirs, 
and but a little below them, ſo that he may be much 
* up in the ſame holy Works that they ate employ- 

in, even in loving and praiſing, and adoring the 
great and good God. To this End he may ſtudy both 
the Works and the Word of God, which reveal him to 
us, and ſhould continually put us in mind of him. And 
all the good things we enjoy ſhould ſtill make us ſenſible 
Of the Goodneſs of God from whom they come; and fill 
Our Hearts with Love and Thankfulneſs, and our Mouths 
with Bleſſing and Praiſe. This is the moſt proper Uſe of 


* 


dur Reaſon, and this God moſt juſtly expects from us re 
| fonabl Creatures z and gyenthis the poor Man may ren- 
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der without any Hindrance to his daily labours; and 
may ſtill keep ſuch an awful Senſe of God upon his Mind, 
as may reſtrain him from wilful Sin, and mike him care. 
ful always to pleaſe his Maker. And fo our Reifon was 
| * to bridle and govery our Appetites, our Luſts and 

aſſions; that we ſhonid not be led away into Gluttony 
and DrunKenneſs, into Wantonneſs and Uncleanneſs, nor 
into Rage and Fury, like brute Beaſts that have no Un 
der ſtanding i But ſhould live ſoberly and chaftly, quietly 
and peaceably with all Men, doing them all the good we 
can. For ſuch holy Purpoſes as theſe chiefly was our 
Reaſon beftowed on us, and therefore in this Manner 
_ oughr it to be employ?d. Certainly, ſince God hath made 
us of a Nature ſo much better than Birds or Beafts, he 
expects from us other Works and Services than he does 
from them. They know nothing of God that madethem 
nor have they any knowledge of another Life after this, 
but when they die there's an end of them But to us 
hath God given immortal Souls, of more Valuerhan the 
whole World: And for this End hath he created us, that 
we might ſerve and honour him herein this Life, and ſ 
may live with him, and en joy him for ever in the Worl 
to come. a Ds 

Now, if this be the end of our Creation, ought we 
not to live up to it ? De we not ſee all other things an- 
ſwer the End for which they were made? The Su x! 
Light by Day, andithe Moon by Night, The Barth 
brings forth Corn and Graſs, and the Trees bear Fruit. 
The Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, with mapy other 
Creatores afford us much Service and Benefit. And 
{hall Man alone be uſeleſs and unfruitful, to live to no 
good purpoſe? When they are all fo ready to ſerve us, 
ſhall not we chearfully ſerve him that made us for his 
own Service? Surely we cannot think that the wiſe God 
ſent us into the World only to eat and drink, to fleep 
and play, or to work hard for a poor Livelyhood. It this 
were all, we had better have been made brute Creatures, 
or never have been made at all; Much leſs can we think 
that the holy God made us on purpoſe to ſin againſt him, 
to diſhonour his Name, and provoke him to Anger. He | 
dig nor gixe us Reaſon to make us crafty aud cunning (on 


the World | 
dur Neighbours. He did netgive us Tongues to ſwear 
ond curſe with, or to talk fooliſhly and filthy; let us not 
then vſ: them to any ſuch ill purpoſes, Since God has 
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that we might know how to cozen and cheat 


uy us precious immortal Souls, let us not live like 


eaſts that periſh, wallowing in the Mire of baſe ſenſual 
Luſts and Pleaſures. By this means we bee@me way ſe 


than Brutes themſelves, for we debaſe our own Natures. 


we abuſe our Reaſon to our own Shame and Hurt, and to 
God's Diſpleaſure. Thus we croſs the End of our Creati- 
on, and are more ſtupid and ungrateful than the very Ox 
or Ass: For they know their Owner, and do good Service 
to thoſe that keep and feed them, /ſ/a. 1. 2, 3 O let 


us not give God cauſe to complain of us, as he there does 
| oh that he nouriſh:d and brought up Children and 


of the 


they rebelled againſt him: Think how grievous it is to you 


that have Children, after all your Care and Kindneſs, af- 


ter-all your Coſt and Labour, to have them prove ſtub- 
born and diſobedient, loſe _ idle Prodigals. Q ſee 
then that you be not fuch towards your heavenly Father 
who made you andpreſerves you, and every Day renevgs 
his Mercies upon you. He keeps us alive, and makes 
our Lives comfortable. He gives and continbes to us 


purReaſon and Senſes? our Health and Strength, Food 


. 
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prolongs it from one Day to another, when he could in 
a Momeat cut us off in our Sins, and threw us into Hell? 


But in much Mercy he ſpares us, and gives us Space to 


repent, and is very unwilling to deſtroy us, and there- 
fore waits long to be gracious to us. O then let his Pa- 
tience and all his gooc neſs at laſt have this happy Effect 
upon us, let it lead us to true Repentance, and ever here- 
after engage us to Diligence and Conſtancy iu his Service, 
Rom. 2. 4. 2 Pet. 3. 9. X: ee e 

II. To which pur, oſe conſider again that this was the 


End for which God ſent his Son Feſus into the World, even 


to ſeek and ſave us loſt and miſerable Sinners, to bring us 
to Repentance and Newneſs of Life, that ſo we might be 
reflo ed to the Love and Favour ot Gad, which we had 
loſt by ſinning againſt him. Our firſt Parents, Adam and 
Eve were Creatęed in a very holy and happy Eſtate, but 


they fell from it by finning agiiatt God, and fo came all 


Milery into the World, and then did our heavenly Fa- 
ther take pity on us, and ſent his own Son out of his Ba- - 
ſom to be our Saviour and Redeemer, to retorm us from 
our Sin-, and ſo to deliver us from Miſety: Firſt he 
will make us hoh, and then we ſhall be made happy. 


For as Van loft bis happineſs by erg God's Com- 


mand, ſo he muſt recover it by b ing obedient to his 
Will in al things. To this end hath the Lord Jeſus ftul- 
ly revyeal'd God's Will to us when we were in Ignoranee 
and Darki eſs. He hath given us holy Precepts for the 


Ble of our Life: And made moſt rich and precious Pro. 


n-iſes to perſwade us to our Duty, and denounced dread= 
ful Toreatnings to affright us from Wickedneſs. 
And when we had deſerved the Wrath of God for our 


| Sins, then «1d jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious Blood 


to make Attonement for us, and to obtain our Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs, He died for our Offences, and roſe again 


or our Juſtification, Rom. 4. 25. And in his Goſpel he 
bath given full aſſurance of God's good Will to Mankind 


that he will be Merciful ta us and pardon us, if we truly 
repent of our Sins and forſake them. Thus hath Chtiſt 


opened a door of Hope for us, to encourage us to return 
to God: For if there had been no Hopes of Mercy, we 


ſapuld never have been drawn te Repentante, but The 
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like the Devils themſelves ſhould have remained full of 


Hatred and Malice againſt God, utterly deſpairing of Re- 


lief for him. But whilſt the Death of Chriſt does ſo 
much engage and encourage us to forſake our Sins, it gives 
not the leaſt Encouragement to our Continuance in them. 
Let us not think tho* Chriſt died for our Sins, that we 
might have Liberty to live inthem, and yet be ſaved at 
the laſt. No, but he came to ſave us from our Sins, noc 
in them. He makes us bleſſed by turning usfrom our Ini- 


quities. He died to redeem us from a vain and evil Con- 


verſation, to purify our Hearts, and Reform our Lives, 
and make us a peculiar People Zealous of good Works, 
Mat. 1. 21. Acts 3. 26. Tit. 2 14. 1 Pet. 1. 18. 

be Death of Chriſt for us vile Sinners ſhews the infi- 
nite Love of God in finding out this Way for our Salvati- 
on: But then it ſhcws alſo what an evil thing Sin is, 
and how hateful to God, fince he would not pardon us 
without the ſuffering of his on dear Son on our Account. 
And therefore if the Conſideration of all this does nor 
bi ing us to hate and abhor our Sins, and to love and Serve 


our God and Saviour, We are never like to have any Be- 


nefit by Chriſt's Death. All our Profeſſions of loving 
him, and believing ig him, will ſtand us in no ſtead with- 
out obeying him. WTrue ſaying Faith in Chriſt is that 
Which works by Love both to God and our Neighbour, 


Chriſt accounts none to be his Friends but thoſe that 


keep his Commandments, and to ſuch only will he grant 


Pardon and Salvation, Gal. 5 6. Fehn 15. 14. Heb. 5. 2 


I John 3. 8. 
Since then, the ever bleſſed jeſus the Son of God came 
down from Heaven, became a Man, and died a mott 
ainful Death upon the Croſs, that he might ſave vs from 
= and Miſery, ſhall we not accept of him as our Lord 
and Saviour, who comes to deliver us from the Power of 
the Bevil, and our own Luſts, to ha us the Children of 
ouſand times great- 

fr Deliverance than that of the 7/raelites from the Egyp- 
ian Bondage? Will you not be moved by all that Chriſt 
as done and ſuffered for you ? Shall not his Love con- 
rain you to leve him, and to hateall Sin which was the 
Pauſe of his Suſferings? Will you tread under foot his 


mol 
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moſt precious Blood; and even cruciſib him afreſh, and 
again put him to open Shame? Thus in ſame ſort do 
wic ked Men uſe their Saviour, whilſt they go on in their 
Sins which are ſo diſpleaſing to him. They that lie and 
cozen for a little Gain, what do they but like Fudas, ſell 
away Chriſt for Money ? They that live in Hatred and 
Malice, and do Miſchict to their Neighbours, do in effet 
run the Spear into Chriſt's Side, and drive Nails into his. 
Hands and Feet. 'And they that give themſelves to Riot 
and Drunkenneſs, do even mingle Gall and Vinegar for 

him to drink. They do all that in them lies by their Sin- 
ful Pleaſures to put him again into Agonies and Pains. 
But on the other hand it is a Delight to our Saviourtoſee 
us humbled for our Sins, and reſolved to forſake them, 
He will readily and effeQually intercede for us with our 
heavenly Father, who is moſt willing to receive return- 
ing Prodigals. There is joy in Heaven when Sinners on 
Earth Repent, Even this our return to God by true repen- 
tance is the beſt Recorapence we can ma ke to our bleſſed 
Saviour for all his Pains and Sufferings. When the Plea- 
| ſure of the Lora projpers in his Hand by the Converſion of 
Sinners, he then ſees the-Travelof his Soul, and is (atisfieds 
Ifa, 63. 10, 11. And ſhall we not afford this Satistaction 
to Our Redeemer, who hath undergone ſo much for our 
. kes, and till out of his render Love to our Souls fol- 
ows us with ſuch earneſt Invitations to come to him 
for Life and Happineſs? Could we deny him this moſt 
Teaſonable Requeſt, if we ſaw him now in perſon ſtand- 
Ing before us, beſeeching us toturn and live? And this 
hz now dees by his Spirit, and by his Miniſtry : But that 
Jeads me tothe next. a "AF 
III Conſider therefore, that this alſo was the End for 
which the Hely Ghoſt is given, and all the Means of Grace 
afforded, even to ſanctifie our Hearts, and make us an 
holy and obedient People; God knows the Weakneſs and 
Corruption of our Natures, and therefore in great Mer- 
cy he affords the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, toenlight- 
en our Minds, and purifie our Hearts, to renew and 
change our Natures, and guide us in Ways cf Holineſs 
Here; that ſo we may be fitted for eternal Happineſs with 
dhe moſt holy God inthe lite to come, Fob.3 53 mo 


12 De Chriſtian Munitor. 

And for this End were the holy Scriptures written by 
Men affiftegand inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, to be a Light 
to our Feet, and a Lanthorn to our Path, to direct us in 
the plain way to everlaſting Life, 2 Tim. 3. 15,16, 17. 


And the boly Sacraments were appointed for the increaſe 


of Grace to all that make a right uſe of them. And our 
bleſſed >aviour did ar firſt fend abroad his Apoſtles to 
preach the Goſpel to all the Woild, and hath ever hnce 
continued a ſucceſſion of Miniſters in his Church, whoſe 
ſtinding Office is to adminiſſer the Word & Sacraments, 
to watch over the Souls of the People, to inſtruct and ad- 
moniſn them both in publick and private, and to uſe 
their utmoſt diligence to bring.them to the knowledge 
and love of God and of his Son Jeſus. Ard God iscver 
ready toaccompany their. Endeayours with his Bleiſing. 
Do you not often feel his good Spirit putting good 
thoughts and motions into your mind, inclining you to 
that which is holy and good, checking and 1eltraining 
you when you are running into evil? But on the other 
hand it's the evil Spirit, even the Devil himſelf, that 
tempts you to lin, and would hinder you from your duty. 
is the Devil that tempts men to Pride and Malice, and 
to all manner of wickedneſs. For, he being a proud, ma- 
Iicious, and moſt wicked Spirit, would have men to be 
like himſeit, that ſo they may for ever be miſerable with 
lim. Will you not then refiſt the Devil the great Enemy 


of your Sous, and ig led and guided by God's good Spi- 


rit, and follogy his motions, and the directions of his 
Word, which leads to Happineſs ? O do not grieve this 
pleſled Spirit, ho alone can give us true comfort, do nat 
reſiſt and quench his motions, nor provoke him to depart 
trom you, and leaye you to your own Leſts, and tothe 
power of Satan, who ſeeks your ruin. 

Moreover, as the Devil has his Inſtruments to dra 
men to w.ck2dneſs, one ill man tempting. another; fo 
Miniſters are ſent from God to draw you to righteoutneſs 
and holinsfs. They are Embaſſadots and Meſſengers of 
Chriſt, aad do in his Name beſeech you to be reconciled 


to God, who is moſt willing to be reconciled to you, if 


you will but caſt away thoſe wicked works which prgg 
yok: him to Anger, 2 Cr, 5. 20. Q how will it Fr 
© 8 8 the 
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the Hearts of your Miniſters that truly loveyopr Souls, to 
ſee the ſucceſs of their Labours, to have you come to 
them, enquiring what you muſt do to be ſaved,declaring 
your Repentance for your former evil courſe:, and your 
Reſolution henceforth to become new creature:? Certainly. 
we exhort you to nothing bot what is highly reaſonable, 
and for your own benefit, whilft we perſuade you to return 
tothe favor of God. Why then will you not hearken to us? 
Ita meſſage of Merey ſhould be ſeat you from the King, 
when you are in danger of death, for Rebellion, would 
you not molt gladly and thankfully receive it? And will 
you not be as thankful and obedient to the King of Kings; 
and as wiſe to ſave your Souls, asto preſerve your Bodies? 
And beſides his Word and Miniſters, God alſo pleads 
vrith you by his Providences to bring you to Repentance. 
dometimes he ſends Afflictions to correct you for your. 
Faults, to new yoFthe evil of Sin. and draw you home 
to himſelf; and at other times he ſends many mercies, as 
T have told you, to ſoften your hearts, to engage and al- 
luce youte his Service: And ſuch good uſe we ought - 
to make of all God's dealings with us. 
IV. Conſider turther, what Engagements you lye under 
10 an by life by your own Proſeſion, Promiſes and Vows, _ 
You profeſs and call your ſelves Chriſtians, the Diſciples 
and followers of Chriſt : Ought you not then to follow 
his Example, and obey his Commands, if you will make 
good that Name? You will think it a great diſgrace not 
to be taken for a Chriſtian, but for a Turk or Few. Boware 
then leſt you bring this diſgrace upon your ſelves by an 
unchriſtian temper of mind, and ill courfe of life. If 
you are falſe or cruel, covetous or luſtful, like a Turk or 
Few, it matters little what you call your ſelves. He is 
not 2 Chriſtian that's one outwardly, but he that hasthe 
ſame mind and fpirit that was in Chriſt Jeſus, God Will 
not at the laſt day judge of men by their Names and Ti- 
tles, but by their hearts and lives, Only it will go much. 
worſe with a man that calls himſelf a Chriſtian, and yet 
lives like an Heathen or lafidek © © © PLP 
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And pray conſider how by your Baptiſm you ars ſolemn- 


21 


ly liſted under Chriſt's Banner, to fight againſtt he Devil, ; | 


the World, and the Fleſn; and by the keeping this Vow, 


— 
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you ſhew your ſelves to be Chriſtians indeed. But if you 
are led away by the Temptations of Satan, and do his 

Works, and are enſaared by the Vanities of the World, 
the Luſts and Pleaſures of the Fleſh, you do in Effect re- 
nounce your Baptiſm. | h 
\ Beſides this, have you not renewed this ſame Vow at 
the holy Communion, there openly profeſſing your Belief 
in Chriſt Crucified, and promifing Obedience to him? It 
you have not received this holy Sacrament, though you 
have long been at years of Diſcretion, you then ſhew 
your ſelves by this Neglect to be no obedient Diſciples 
of Chriſt, ſince you do net obey his plain Command 10 d 
this in remembrance of him, Luk 22. 19. And indeed [ 
fear that many careleſs People will nor come to the Com- 

_ munion, becauſe they think it would bind them to lead 
ſuch a ſtrict and holy Life as they have no mind to. But 
do not they caſt off Jeſus Chriſt from being their Mafter, 
who look upon his Commands as too ſtrict and ſevere, and 
will nor promiſe to obey him? Yea, do they not there- 
by even difown their Baptiſm, by which they were bound 
to this Obedience? So that the ſame Rerton which keeps 5 
them from the Communion, it's like, would keep them 
from being Baptized, if it were yet to be done, And 

b what ſort of Chriſtians are they that would iejec Chri- 

| ſtian Baptiſm, becauſe it engages them to an holy Life? 
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If you arc not Gi ltyot this Neglect, but do ſometimes | 
coine to the Lord's Supper, to keep up the Remembrance 
of his Death and Sufferings : Then pray conſider, that by 
| receiving this holy dacrament, you do folemnly renew | 
a your Vowsto be Chriſt's faithful Servants and Diſciples, 

and to walk in fincere Obedience to all his holy Laws, as 

you hope for Salvation by his Death. Wherefore may l 

not well beſeech you toute all due Cate to live accor dmg 

te this your promiſe and Engagement? What a ſhameis 
it for a Man to be falſe to his Word, much more to his BY 

Oath! O do not then break that Oath, which you have | 

made to God him ſelf, by taking bis holy Sacrament. And | 

call to mind if you have not ſometimes on a ſick Bed, or 

in ſome great Danger, made the ſame Promiſe and Vow: : 
And has not God ſpared you to ſee how you would Per- 8 

form the ſame? Take heed then of abuſi 0g his Mercy, and | 

breaking your Promiſe. Mors 
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Moreover I might ſhew how your profeſſing to believe 
the Creed engages you to live well according to the holy 
Faith you profeſs, which is 4 Poctriue according to Godlineſs 

But laſtiy, the very Prayers you put up to God, lay the 
ſame Engagement on you, even to ſerve and pleaſe this 
God whom you worthip, To inftance briefly in the 
Lord's Prayer, whilſt we call God, Our Father, &c. eughr 
we not to love and honour him, to obey him and ſubmit 
to him as our heavenly Father 2 Whilſt we pray that his 
Name may be hadowed, his Kingdom come, and his Will done 
in Earth 4s it is in Heaven, ought we not our ſelves to ho- 
nour his Name, and advance his Kingdom, by obeying 
his Laws and by doing his Will conftantly and chearful- 
iy as the Angels do in Heaven, to the utmoſt of our Pow- 
ers ? Praying for daily Bread, teaches our Dependance up- 
on God, and engages us te ſerve him by whom we are 
maintained. When we pray God te forgive our Treſpaſſes 
#s we forgive others, this ſtrictiy binds us to —— thoſe 
that offend us, as ever we hope for Mercy from God. 
And when we pray not to be led into Temptation, but delivers 
ed from Evil, this ſhould reſtrain us from running into 
lemptation, and make us careful to avoid all Sin and the 
Occaſions of it. To the ſame purpoſe I might alſo men- 
tion the Prayers of the Church, to which I hope you 
come trequently ; Therein you begin with the Confeſſi- 
on of your Sins, and ought you not to forſake as well as 
to confeſs them? And in the end of the Confeſſion, you 
pray. God for Chriſt's ſake to grant that you may lead Godly 
 Kightcous, and ſober ves, And almoſt in every Prayer, 

you will find ſomewhat to this Effect. Now I hope you 
are in good earneſt in theſe, your Prayers, elſe you do 
mock God aad affront him, inſtead of Worſſtipping and 
Pleaſing bim. Burt it you do beartily defire theſe things 
which you pray for, thea you will do your part for tlie 
. Atainmenit of them, and will Diligent ly endeavour to 

live in ſo holy and good a manner, as you pray that you 
may do. And if you thus add Diligence to your Prayers; 
God's Grace. will never be wanting for your Aſſiſtance. 

V. Conſider alſo bow juſt and equal all God's Com- 
mandments are, ſuch that our own Reaſon cannot but ap- 
provs of them, as being molt agreeable. to ud a We Zn 
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15 The Chriſtian Monitor. 
reaſonable Creatures. To inſtance in the chief of them; 
is it not moſt juſt and fit thu we ſhould love God above 


all, who is the beſt and moſt perfect of all Beings, and 


from whom we receive all our good things? Ought we 
not to pray to him, who alone can hear and help ns and 
to give thanks and praiſe to him. who is the Father of 
Mercies? Is it not moſt re iſonable that Children ſhould 


| Obey their Parents, and Subjetts their Rulers? And that 


all men ſhould live in Peace and love with one another, 
and ſpeak truly, and dei hotieſtly , as they would be dealt 
with? Is it not moſt fit and decent for a man to eat and 
drink moderately,fo as make: moſſ for his health? To be 
modeſt and chaitin all bis converſation : Will not every 
man's own reaſon acknowledge the Equity and Fitneſs of 
theſe and the like Prec:pts ? And for tome that do ſeem 
more ſevere, there may be given very good reaton for 


them alſo : So that plainly, all God's Commands are the 


wiſe and wholeſome Counſels of a moſt tender Father, 
who ferbids his children nothing but what's hurtful, and 
requires nothing of them but what makes for their own 


good, even 10 deal juſtly, to love mercy, and ibo w bum- 


bly with their Ged, Mic. 6. 8. Chriſt's Toak is eaſie, and his 
Burden lig ht, Mat. 11.30. God's Service is perfect free- 
dom, as we daily ſtile it in our Prayers. And his Com- 
mand ments ale nit gric cus, t Joh, 5. 3. Shall we not then 
be ſo dutiful to our heavenly Father, yen, ſo wiſe for our 
own good, as to obey thole mot reaſonable and gracious 


Laws which he has given us? So juſt and equal they 
are, that we cannot break them without offering a kind 
of violence to our ſe ves, and going contrary to the Rea- 


ſon of our mind. They are light to the Eyes, and Foy to the 
Heart, ſweeter to @ good man than Heny, and the Honey - 
comb, as the Pſaimiſt often ſpeaki. As ſuitable are 8 
Commands to our Natures, and as uſeful and healthful to 
our Souls, as*the moſt wholſome Food to our Bodies. 
And for a man to direct his whole Carriage and Beha- 
viouraccordingto the Laws of God, is as much his Wiſ- 
dom, as it is te go cleathed in decent Apparel, and to 
eat and drink what is good for his Nouriſhment. But on 
the other hand, for one to run naked about the Streets, 


to fill his Mouth with Mitre and Ditt, to cut and mangle 
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his own Fleſh, is not a greater Sign of Folly and Madneſs 
than for a Man to live according to his own Luſts, rather 
than after the Laws of God, which are ſo agreeable to 
our Reaſon, and do ſoplainly conduce to our own truett- 
Intereſt and Advantage, both in this Life and that to 
come; as will appear by What follows. 
VI. Confider therefore in the next place, that it is 4 
moſt certain Truth; That the leading of an holy and good 
Life, is in all reſpects very greatly for a Man's 0wn Benefit 
and Comfort; evm in this preſent World, Godlineſt is proft- 
table for all things: It makes for the Quiet of our ny 
d 


CT 


the Health of our Bodies, the Increaſe of our Eſtates, an 
Yrocures,us much Credit and Eſteem, much Love an 
Good Will among our Neighbours. Yea, it common y 
brings along with it all manner of Bleſſings, and mak 
the Enjoyment of them more ſweet and pleaſant, and 
keeps off a great deal of Trouble which wicked Men 
bring, upon themſelves, and affords much Support atid 
Eaſe under thoſe Afflictions which the Providerite of God 
may lay upon us. Inſomuch that no Man of what Rank 
and Condition ſoever he be, can lead a truly comfartable 
Lite except he le»d an holy and oo Lite. All tbis is 
frequent y taught in Scripture, and may be eaſily, maiti= 
feſted by clear Reaſon: Or if that be not ſufficient, it is 
alſo moſt plainly to be diſcerned by daily Experience, that 
they who truly fear God, have much more Peace and 
Comfort in this World, than wicked and looſe Liyers; 
that make no Conſcience of their Ways. 
Ik I ſhould make the Compariſon only bitwixt a ſober 
Man and a Drunkard, which do you think has che bettet 
of it in this Life? How otten do the great DrinKers net 
only waſte their Eſtates, but deſtroy their Health, Weak⸗ 
en their Brains, and ſhorten their Lives? How 6fren da 
| they fall into Quarrels, get Wounds and Bruiſes, and” 
ſometimes Death it ſelſ, either by fighting, or by ons ſad 
Accident or other? Sometimes the very Children in the | 
Streets run after them, ſhouting and mak ng Sport with 
them, and if you follow them to their own homes, What 
diſturbanceand miſchief do they make there? What tweats 
ing and curſing, what brawling and ſcoulding, what quar= 
relling and fighting is there? What Outcries and Lame - 
1 1 ln — * 
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18 Die Chriſtian Monitor, 
tatiots do Wife and Children make? Who now perhaps 
are glad to get away for fear of their Lives, as before they 
fat ſtarving for want of that Money which theſe ill Hus- 
bands waſte in the Ale-houſe, ( A Sin and Shame it is to 
thoſe that entertain them.) And after they have lived a 
while at this wild and wicked Rate, the next News com- 
monly is that either for Debt, or for Diſorder, they are 
laid up in Priſon, and ſometimes by thoſe very People in 
Whoſe Houſes they drink away all they got. And now 
they are forced to live upon Bread aud Water, and linger 
out a miſerable hungry Lite, in a cold ſtinking Dungeon, 
till either the Charity of Friends, or Death it ſelf releaſe 
themthence: ( and by the way, is this ſuch a pleaſant 
Life, that it's worth being damn'd for to Hell Forments 
to all Kternity? Of which afterwards. ) 
Thus zlſd might I tell of che ſad Effects of Whoredom, 
which is commonly follow with Poverty and Diſgrace, 
and many times wich à filthy loathſome Diſeaſe, which 
make Men rot above ground. And thus angry, proud, 
malicious and revengeful People are a continual Torment 
to themſewes and to all about them, and ſeldom ha ve 
any Peace or Quiet, either with their Neighbours, or in 
their own Families. The like may be ſeen of all other 
Vices which are ſtill wont to bring their own Puniſhmene 
along with them: to ſay nothing of what is or ought to be 
| inflicked by the Magiltfate, eſpecially ſuch wicked People 
as Thieves and Murderers, Traitors and Rebels do ſeldom 
eſcape the Hands of publick Juſtice. But who wit hurt 
An if they be fotlawcrs of that which is god? Or what 
Hurt does a Man bring upon himſelf by living ſobetlyand 
- chaſtly, by fearing God aud honouring the Ning? What 
Mliſchiet does, Man get by minding his own Bufineſs, and 
living quietly and peaceably among his Neighbours? Nay, 
how happily may we fee even ſome of the meaneſt fort 
of People live, that are diligent in their Callings, and ſo- 
ber ang temperate, and careful to pleaſe God, and keep 
a good Conſcience in all their Ways? Very ſeldom it is | 
that they are pinched with much Want; or if they ſhould 
fall into a low Condition, yer all good People that know 
them are ready to pity and relieve them; and will often 
truſt chem with Money or Goods till they ars able to pay: 
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audthrow them into the ſoreſt Calamities. 
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Aud every Body is willing to employ an honeſt Induſtri- 
ous Man, ſo that he ſhall ſeldem wart Work or Trading: 
But idie riotous People that follow y whoring and drink 
ing; gaming. cheating and ſtenli ng, that neglẽc God's Ser- 
vice, and prophane the Eord's Day, being often in the 
Ale: houſe when they ſhould beat Church; tlieſe are the 
People; if you obſerve it, that do commoniy fall into the 
baſeft Beggery and Miſery; aad Men do but lietſe pity” 
them. becauſe they brought it on themſelves. O how 
happy might all ſorts of People be, in a very great Meaſure 


even at preſent, if they would but become truly Religious 
and Good ! It is their own Sin and Folly, their Luſts and 


Paſſions that occaſion moſt of thoſe Troubles and Miſeries 
which they meet with; tho? I know they uſe to ery out 


of their hard Fortune, and to lay the blame upon others, 


and ſometimes to murmur aga inſt God himſelf. But the 
conſider not how” they provoke Ged to Anger daily by 
their hainous Sins, and therefore may juſtly feel his hea. 
judgment ſor the ſame, befides all the Miſchief which 
6 — allows upon Wickedneſs And this makes their 
Condition to be ſad indeed, that they are always liable ta 
the Wrath ot God, and may juſtly expect his Vengennce 
to fall upoa them, and to ſtrip them of all their Comforts, 
But on the contrary, herein above all lies tfie good 
Man's Security and Comfort, that he enjoys the Bleſſings 


and Favour of Almighty God; and therefore is ſurè td 
want nothing that's truly good for him. So it's promiſed, 


Pal. 84. 11, 12. Mat. 6. 33. They that firſt ſeek thi Ring- 
dom of God, and thc Righteouſneſs of it, ſhall have all that is 
needſful added to them. So that a poor Man can take na” 
ſurer Courſe to provide for himſelf and Family, than to 
become truly religious; tho he may not have great things” 
inthe World, yet he ſhall have Food convenient, And” 
then, which is better than all, he ſhabl have God's Blef- 
ſing with what he enjoys, and this will afford him more 
true content and comfort in that little he has, than a wick- 
ed Man can find in all his great Treaſure. Godlineſs With 
Contentii ent is the greateſt Gain, Eſ. 237; 16. 1 Tim. 8. 8. 
A poor Man that has only Zaggh's iſh; Food to eat, and 
nnen . 
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the Lord for his God and lives in his fear and ſervice,and '. 


enjoys the Senſe of hisFavour, how bleſſed. is the State 
of this Man? How chearfully may he live at all times, not- 
withſtanding his Poverty? What though his Dwelling be 
mean, his Fare tomewhat hard and courſe, and his Cloath- 
ing very plain; yet whilſt he loves God ſincerely; and 
worſhips bim d 

Cottage into a Palace, yea, a Temple; and the bleſſed 
God will viſit him with his Prefence, will accept of his 
Services, and refreſh him with the light of his Counte- 


nance. And upon this Knowledge and enjoyment of God 


it is, that the true Comfort of a Man's Life depends, what- 


ever his outward Condition be. It is this alone which 


gives inward Peace and Satisfaction to his Mind, and 
ſweetens all his Mercies, and above all things, bears up 
his Heart under thoſe Afflictions he meets with. For the 


beſt of Men muſt expect their ſhare of outward Troubles 


in this World, ſuch as Sickneſs and Pain, loſs of Friends 
and Eſtate, With the like; theſe are Calamities common 


to all. But here the good Man has clearly the Advantage, 
ſince he logks upon all that befals him as coming from 
the hands of a moſt wiſe and gracious God, who knows 


what is beſt for him, and to whole Will he freely refigns 


himſelf and all his Affairs, ſaying with his bleſſed Matter, 


Not my Mill. O God, but thine be dons. Yea, he receives 
Afflictions as ſent in Kindne(ſ:,to correct him for his Faults, 
to exerciſe and encreaſe his Graces, and ſo to prepare 
him for Glory. And here's the great Beneht of Rẽligi- 
on, that it teacheth a Man whether to go for Relief and 
Comfort in his Straits and Difficulties, even to this great 


and good God, whois molt able and ready te help his 
People in all- times of Trouble This we ſtill read in 
Scripture as the Courſe of holy Men, and they found it 


was not in vain And to this Day will God's faithful 
Servants find the good Effects of thus devoutly applying 
themſelves to God by Pra yer. For his Eyes are ever upon 
the righteous, and his Ear open to their ery, He ta kes pity 


on them, comforts and ſupports them, He'll lay no more 


2 them than he enables them to bear; and in his good 
ime he ſupplies their wants, and delivers them from 


their Afflictions, yea, he turns them into Bleſſings, und 
| makes 


uly and devoutly, he may even tum his 
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makes all work together for their Good, as he has premiſe 


to them that love him, Rom. 8. 28. O what a Happineſs is it 

to be acquainted with God, to have a due Senſe of his Prq- 

vidence, ſo as to live on it and improve it, ob 22. 1. 
But how ſad is the Condition of a wicked Man, who 


. has no ſuch Knowledge of God, no Love to him; or any 
"Expectations of Help and Relief from him? Even in his 


greateſt Proſperity he's a very miſerable Man, whilſt he 


| lives without God inthe World: But be feels himielf " 


be ſo indeed, when he falls into any great Calamity, an 


knows not which way to turn himſelt for Help and Com- 


forr, For as Wickedneſs {till brings Men 1nto Miſery (as 
I have before ſhewn) ſo there it leaves them in the moſt 
*wretched forlorn Cendition. Aud the ill Temper of their 
Minds, adds Weight and load to their Calamities, and 
grievouſly encresſes the ſmart of them, The ſenſe of 
their own Guilt ſometimes torments their Cuaſciences ; 
and fills them with fear and Horror: Some imes they 
rage and fret againſt thoſe that helpt on their. Suffering, 
and ſometime» they even) blaſpheme God himſelf, and 
murmur againſt his Providence, VV hilſt the good Man 


with Fob bleſſes God in all his Afflitions, theſe are ready 


to follow the Counſel of his Wife, even to curſe God and 
die. For being full of Anguiſh and Deſpair, they are 
at their witsend, and weary of their very Lives,aswe read 
of Cain and Fudas, and ſuch like, both in Scriprure and 
other Hiſtory, For my part I do verily think, that next 
to the Devils and thoſe in Hell, there are no Creatures in 
the World more miſerable than wicked ungodly People; 
and whiltt we ſee what the common Fruit of Sin is here 


on Earth, we may eaſily be convinced that it leads to Hell 
and Damnation hereafter. And all this do Men madly and 


wilfully run into by their own evil Doings; evenasa Man 
thit thruſts his Hands into the Fire, is like to feel Pain 
and Smart. By forſaking of God, they forſake their own 
Mercies,and ſinning againſt him, they wrong their own Souls, 
yea, their Bodies too, and all their Concerns, Thus you 


tee that an holy Life is moſt profitable for us eyen in this 
prelent World, preventing much Evil, and bringing all 


manner of Good along with it. Or if a Man ſhould fall 


into ſuch hard times, as A mcerly for Religion and 
nato! Iz ang 
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23 The Chriſtian Monitor. 
a good Conſcience, he ſhall then commonly find ſuch 
wonderful Comfort and Satisfaction of Mind, that he will 
triumph and rejoyce in the midf;of his 'Sufferings : As 
we know the Apoſtles and Primitive Obriftians did, and 
that eſpecially in hops of the glorious Rewards laid up 
for good Men in the Heavens. But that brings me to the 
laſt Confideration I ſhall mention. | 
Laftly, Namely, That an holy Life thro* the rich Mercy 
of God, will render uw perfefly and eternally bleſſcd in the 
orld to come; whereas a withed Courſe of Life, leads to e- 
ternal Miſery and Torment. According as we live in this 
orld, fo muſt we fare in the next: For this Life is a 
State of Trial in order to Eternity, Even at Death a good 
Man has ground of much Comfort, havingthe Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience, and the Senſe of God's Love, ſo 
that with St. Stephen, he may commit his Soul into the 
Hands of the Lord Jeſus, who is ready to receive him: 
But how ſad is it with a wicked Man, when beſide all the 
Pains of the Body, his Mind is tormented with the Re- 
wembrance of his Sins, and with the fears of God's wrath 7 
But the great Difference will be made at the Day of Judg- 
ment, when the Sheep ſhall be ſet at Chriſps right Hand, 
and the Goats on the left; as you have it deſcribed, Mar. 
25-31. &'c, To thoſe on the right Hand, that is, the 
pious and good, will be pronounced that joyful Sentence, 
Ceme ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the Foundation of the World, And then hall 
they enter into that moſt glorious Kingdom, whe:e nei- 
ther Sin nor Sorrow ſhall ever diſturb them more; where 
they ſhall neyer feel, nor fear any manner of Evil or Pain, 
either of Soul or Body. But ſhall be admitted into the 
mmediate Prefence of God, where there is all fulneſs of 
Joy for evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a clear Know- 
edge of the ever bleſſed God, and ſuch a lively Senſe of 
his infinite Protection, as will fill them with Admiration, 
Love and Praiſe: And they ſhall feel the Love of God and 
their Saviour ſo fully ſhed abroad upon them, as ſhall raiſe 
their Hearts to the very utmoſt Heights of Joy and 
Thankfulneſs, and their Mouths ſhall be filled with Halle - 
Iujabs and Songs of Praiſe, . and in this moſt delighttal 
Employment ſhallthey joyn with all the bleſſed Compa- 
HR. : | 5 . 1 1 By 
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ay of Heaven for ever and ever. That's the Perfection of 
all, that the Joys of Heaven ſhall never have an End. It 
is both a moſt exceeding and eternal Wetyht of Glory that's 
promiſed, 2Cor. 4.17, 18. For ever ſball we remaia with 
the Lord. I Theſ. 4.17 The eternal God will be the For- 
tion of his People, and their Joy in him ſhall never be 
lefſened, or abated thro? all Eternity, They ſhall be al- 
ways bleſſing and praiſing him, always ſatisſe d and raviſh- 
ed with the beholding ot his Glories and the Enjoyment 
of his Love; always delighting with the moſt pieaſane 
and agreeabſe Scciety of Angels and Saints: Aud never 
more ſhall dear Friends and Companions be ſeparated 
from each other, when once they are met in Heaven. 
Death hath now no Power over them. They are become 
in ſome meaſure even like to Chriſt himſelf, and there ſhall 
ſec him as he is in all his Glory, Phil. 3 21. Fob. 3. 2. 
But what it is thus to be made like to Chriſt, to ſee God 
and enjoy him, we are not able fully to expreſs or conceive 


vrhilſt we are here in tt ę Body; to compare the & ories of 


Heaven to all the Riches and Honours of Courts and Pala- 


ces here below, were greatly to leſſen and diſparage them. 


So great are thoſe Heavenly Glories and Joys, that they 
can never be clearly known till they are enjoyed: AS 2 
blind Man can never tell what Light is, call his Eyes are 
open to diſcern it. It's enough for us that we have full 
Aſſurance from the Promiſes of the Goſpel, that ſuch a 
State of unſpeakable Happineſs there is provided for good 
Men in the Life to come. And as the Lord ſeſus is gone: 
before to prepare it for them, ſo now by his holy Spirit 
he prepares them for that bleſſed Place, by working in 
them thit Grace which fits them for Glory, and is the 
very firſt Fruits and beginnings ot it in their Souls. True 
Helineſs is the mpſt certain Pledge of eternal Happinels, 
and makes us meet for it, Eph. 1.13, 14. Col. 1.123 
Since then ſuch a Glory there is, infinitely great, 


ſo ſure and certain, ſhall we not all be perſuaded to — 


after it, by walking in thoſe holy ways that lead theteto ? 
Surely we ſhall, if we have any Belief of God's Ward, 
any regard to our own Intereſt. Muſt our Souls live 
for ever in another World, and ſhall we not uſe Su u 
moſt Care and Diligence to make them happy for cves 
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there? Are they not our own Souls? And do they not 
then deſerve our Love and Care? I ve be wiſe and good, 
is it not for eur ſelues, for our own Happineſs? And is there 
any other Way to make our ſelves happy but by gaining 
the Love of God and eternal Life? Do we not ſee that all. 
worldly Comforts are ſhort and uncertain ? They wither 
in our Hands, and periſh in the uſing. Our Neighbours and 
. Acquaintance are daily dying round about us; many of our 
. deareſt Friends and Relations are already gone before us, 
and we our ſelves are ſwifily following after. We are juſt 
upon the Borders of Eternity, liable to a Thoutand Di- 
ſeaſes and Miſchances that may ſoon ſtop our Breath, and 
then we are gone. Since then, we cannot make ſure f 
this Life, nor the Enjoymentsof it: O let us ſec to make 
{ure of eternal Glory; which we may do by God's Aſſiſt- 
ance, even the pooreſt Man on Earth, if he will become 
ſincerely pious and good. For God is no reſpetteg ot 
Perſons, Chrift died for poor Men as well as rich; and 
they that have no Inheritance on Earth, may be Heirs of 
the Heavenly Kingdom, if they be rich in Faith and Love 
to God, Fam 2.5. And methinks they that have ſo much 
trouble and ſorrow in this Life, fhould be moved to ſeek 
after Riches and Glory in the life to come. There the 
pooreſt Lax arus ſhall have a T bouſand times more pleaſure 
and joy, than any of the proud Dives's, or rich Gluttons 
and Epicures have now in their delicious Fare and gor- 
geous Apparel. Nay, the very, hopes of this Glory may 
fill the good Man's Mind with ſo much Jey, that he will 
even forget his Poverty and not count his Affliction wor- 
thy to be compared with the Happinefs he hopes for; 
nor would he change Eſtates with the greateſt Prince up- 
on Earth, who is a Stranger to theſe Hopes. | T hus it was 
3 the my ern and their follow ers, 2 Cor. 6. ig. 
b | 1 
Thus have I briefly told you ſomewhat of the Happi- 
neſs of the Godly in the World ro come: But on the o- 
ther Hand conſider what will be the Portion of theWick- 
ed, who deſpiſe the Mercies of God, and the Offers and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel, theſe will at laſt fall under his 
Heavy Wrath and Vengeance, and there muſt remain for 
Frer in the molt intolerable Torment of Soul and Body 
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ſet out by the moſt dreadful things, ſuch as Fire and 


Brimſtone, and a never dying Worm, that perpetually 


gnaws and ſtings their Hearts. They are caſt into out- 
er Darkneſs, where there is weeping and wailing, and 
gnaſhing of Teeth, not the leaſt glimmeting of Hope or 
Comfort to all Ete nity, Matt. 25 30, 41-46. Merk 9. 43, 
9. Theſe ate the Goats, that 
being ſet on the left hand, muſt hear that doleful Sen- 
tence, Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting Fire prepa- 
red for the Devil and his Angels, An heavy doom, and yet 
moſt juſt. For they departed from God, and negleQed his 
Service here on Earth, and therefore now they muſt de- 
par: from his preſence, in which their corrupt Minds can 
rake no delight. They preferr'd the Tavern and the Ale- 
houſe before the Houſe of God; and took more pleaſure in 
fealting and drinking, in rozring and revelling amongft 
their wicked Companians. than in worſhipping of God 
in the Communion of Saints: They loved not Prayers 
and Praiſes. in the Aſſemblies of his People, nor had any 


mind to come to the Lord's Table, though often invi 


ted thereto z and therefore muſt they now be ſhut out 


from ſuch holy Company, and from ſuch high and hea» 


venly Employments, for which they are altogether unſit. 
They were many of them greatly given to Curſing, and 
now it's come upon them. That Curſe of God which they 
in their Rage often wiſhed totheir Neighbour, is now fal- 


len upon themſelves, Nay, did not many of theſe pre- 


phane Wretches even call for this Curſe upon their own 
Heads, in that Helliſh Language of God damn me? And 
what wonder if their Petition be now granted, and they 
ſentenced to that Damnation which they thus called for? 
By the Devil they were led and guided, and by his wick- 
ed Inſtruments and their own brutiſh Luſts; and there- 
fore now they muſt have the Devil and bis Angels, and 
damned Sinners like themſelves to be their Companions 
in Torment, who are ſo far from pitying or comforting 
each other, that rather they curſe one another now 1n 
their Miſery, who before tempted one another to Sin. 
© ſad meeting of the Drunkards, the W horemongers and 
the Harlots there together in thoſe ſcorching Flames : 
Wh here in vain they cry out for a Drop of Water to cn 
1 chelr 
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their Tongue. It muſt not be granted: their good things 


ate all paſt and gone; and the remembrance of all their 
Riot and Lewdneſs ſerves but to encreaſe their Torment. 
And now alſo they may remember how God did again 
and again call upon them, and they would not hear; 
neither therefore will he now hear their cries, when pain, 
and anguiſh is come upon them, Prov 1.24. to the end. 
And though they may cry out againſt their Companions, 
and accuſe the Devil, and in their rage blaſpneme God 
himſelf, yet will their Conſciences fly with greateſt Fu- 
ry upon themſelves, who in ſpight of all the Warnings 
that were given them, did by their own wilful and im- 
peni:ent continuance in fin, plunge themſelves into this 
miſery, from whence they muſt never be releaſed. O 


dreadful words, Everlaſting Fire. Eternal Torment“ 


How does the thought of this ſink and break their 
Hearts, and fills them with the deepeſt Horror and De- 
ſpair ! Who can «well with everlaſting Burnings? Who 
can? And yet the damned Sinner muſt, though in the 
molt raging and impatient manner. After they have lain 
thouſands and millions of years in that place of Tor- 
ment, yet is there not a moment leſs to come, there is 
a Whole Eternity ſtill behind. The Worm never dies, 
the Flame 1s never quenched. Nor is God to be accuſed 
of Severity in all this, ſince it was the Sinners own do- 


ing, the Fruit of their own Choice: For they knew that 
Sin would fink them into Hell, and yet they would ven- 
ture uponit. And indeed it finks them thither as natu- 


rally as a Stone falls to the Ground. Even here on 
Earth, the proud and covetous, the malicious and re- 
vengeful, the profane and fenſual do kindle ſomewhac 
of Hell in their own ſouls; and wbilſt they carry along 
with them the ſame wicked temper of Mind, it muſt 
ſtill needs make them moſt wretched and miſerablc in 
another World, as long as ever their fouls live, and 
theſe Vices ſtick to them, that is to all Eternity. Let 
not him that carries Fire in hisBoſom accuſe God's pro- 


Vis d for making the Fire dr, when he feels it burn 


im; but let him blame his own Folly and Wilfulnefs, 


and ſo muſt ſe}f. condemned Sinners be forced to do. 
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And now tell me, I beſcech you is there not all theres 
ſon in the world that you ſhould ſpeedily repent you 


of your Sins, and caſt them from you with loathing and 


deteſtation, and bencefor ward ſet upon a Courſe ot ſeri- 
ous holineſs, that ſo you may eſcape all this miſery threat- 
ned to the wicked, and may partake of that Glory which 
is promiſed to the pious and good? Does nora thouſand 
pounds a year deſerve the labour of one day? And 


will not all the ſoys of Heaven, that ſhall laſt for ever 


and ever, abundantly reward our diligence in God's ſer- 
vice for this ſhort life time? And are not the eternal 
Torments of Hell enough to reſtrain men from: a looſe 
and ſinful life, though it yere never ſo profitable or plea- 
{anc here for a little while? Bt you have before heard 
it fully proved, that even at preſent an holy life is in all 
le ſpects moſt for our benefit and comfort. So that with- 
out doubt a good man finds more ſweetneſs and latisfacti- 
on in the way to Heaven, than Sinners do in the way to 
Hell. Our gracious God appoints vs an eafie d honov- 
rable Service, and gives glorious Rewards: But the De- 
vil is a moſt cruel Maſter, and ſets his Slaves to the vileſt 
Drudgery and afterwards pays them very ſid Wages, 
Rom, 6.21, 22, 23. Whether then will you be Christ's 
Free- man, or the Devit's Bond- flaves? Whether will 
vou walk in the good ways of God, that bring Peace 
and Comfort here on Harth, and eternal Glory in Heaven; 
or in the crooked paths of din, which now bring ſorrow, 
and ſhame, and pain, and hereafter will plunge you into 
eternal. miſery and torment in Hell? Thus are Life and 
Death, Happineſs and Miſery ſet before you, what choice 
then will you make? One would think there was no 
great difficulty in this caſe, to a man that has. the uſe of 
his Reaſon, it he will at all make ule of it in the affairs 
of his Soul. A little thinking ſerves tuin to convince 
men that chere is no reaſon yny they ſhould chuſe Pover- 
ty and Reproach, Pain and Impriſonment (if they can ho- 
neſt!y avoid them) rather than Riches and Honour, Eaſe 
and Liberty. But I am ſure there is a thouſand times 
leſs teaſon for a man to diſobey God, and damn his Soul 
for eyer, ratker than to pleaſe and ſerve him, and fo 
maße ſurs of eternal dalygtion. Wherefore let me again, 
114 | be leech 
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28 The Chriſtian Monitor. 
befeech you to take the matrer into Conſideration, and 
think ſeriouſly what is moſt reaſonable and moſt for your 
own intereſt, and then chuſe accordingly. And I pray 
God dire your Hearts to make ſo witc a Choile that you 
may never have Cauſe to repent of it, either in this World 
or that to come, Amen. . 
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A brief Deſcription of an Holy Life, with ſome 


ſhort Direct ions in order thereto. 


E you now demand of me wherein conſiſts this Holineſs 
of Lite, to which'T have been thus long and earneſtiy 
echorting you, that IJ hope you may in ſome meaſureun- 


derſtand by refleAing on what I faid at the beginning, and 


by attending to what I have intimated all along in my 
Diſcourſe. Yet for your Aſſiſtance, I ſhall ſomewhat more 
plainly repreſent it to you, tho? but very briefly; as no 
other can be expected in this little Paper. | 
In the general then (as | have before expreſs'd it) Iam 
on'y perſwading you to live as becomes true Chriſtians, 
according to your Baptiſ.nal Vow,in the keeping of which 
conliſts your Chriſtianity. Now by your Baptiſm you are 
engaged to believe in, and obey, God the Fither, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. Yoy muſt fincerely and 
heartily own Ged the Father as your Maker and Preſer- 
ver, the Son of God as your Redeemer, and the Holy 
Ghoſt as your Sanctifier, Guide and Comforter. And 
accordingly muſt you behave your ſelf both in Heart and 
Life: And therefore you muſt renounce the Devil, the 
World and the Fleih, which would draw you off from 
God, and mutt ſtedfaſtly believe the Articles of your 
Chrittian Faith, and carefully keep God's holy Will and 
Commandments all the Days of your Life. Your Faith is 
required in order toObedience : For if you do not believe 
Chriſt's Goſpel you are nor like to obey it. Ia theſe 
Two things therr conſiſts the Religion of a Chinn 
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what Jeſus Chriſt hath reyeiled, ind in doing what he 
hath commanded, lu ſhort, he is agood Chriſtian who 
does firmly believe his Creed, and' carefully keep the 
Commandments, _. %%% ĩᷣ In | 

The Doctrines which we are to believe, are indeed 
more largely and fully delivered in the holy Scriptures, 
which were writren by Men inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, 
and accordingly ought to be received as'the Word of 


God, and to be diligently read and ſteadfaſtly believed. 


But the chief Articles of the Chriftian Faith are briefly 
ſumm'd up in that which we call the Apoſtles Creed, I 


believe in God the Father, &c. This I hope” you are well 


acquainted with, it being ſo ſhort and plain, and daily * 
repe ited in the Church Service; and therefore I ſhall not- 


ſet it down at large. And this alſo I hope you do be- 


lieve to be moſt true. You would take it ill if I ſhould 
queſtion your belief of the Creed, without which you 
are not to be reckoned as Chriſtians, But let me adviſe 


you to conſider ſeriouſly and frequently of theſe” great 


Truths contained in the Creed, that you may more clear- 


ly underftand them, and be mote affected with them. 


And pray ſee that your belief of them be very firm and 
deep rooted in your Soul, that fo the Fruit of your Faith 
may appear in the Holineſs of your Life. Without this, 


the bare knowing of the Creed, and repeating it never ſo 


often will ſtand us in no ſtead. For, as 1 told you, 
Obedience is the End of Faith. And all the Articles of 
our Belief do moſt plainly tend to make us holy and 
good, if we will but carefully attend to them, and con- 
der well of them. To ſhew it in a ſew Words, If we be- 
lieve that God the Father Almighty made us aud all the World, 
then are we bound to love and honour tim, to worſhip 
and obey him as our Maker and Preſerver, Who is AK 
mighty in Power, infinitein Wiſdom, Goodneſs and alt 
manner of Perfections. If we believe that Feſas 'Chrijft 
is the Son of God, and the Redeemer of Mankind, who itied 
for us, and roſe again, and aſcended to Heaven, aud will 
thence come to judge the quick and the dead, and will grant 
to all Penitent and Obedieac Believers, the Forgivene(# 


F their Sins, and everlaſting: Liſe, but will ſentence 


18 
| which he is engaged by his Baptiſm, viz, in believing 
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the wicked to everlaſting miſery: Our Belief of this muſt 


lead us to true Repentance and Amendment of Life, and 
to an humble dependance on the Mercies of God, and 


the Merits of Chriſt for Pardon aud Salvation. Andif 
we believe. That it is the Office of the Holy Ghoſt to ſanctiße 
ws, and all the E led. People of Gd; then ought we to pray 


to God for his holy Spirit, and we muſt comply with his 


good motions, and ſubmit to his working. upon, our ſouls, 


that he-may ſanttify us, and make: us holy, that ſo we 
may be living Members of Chriſt's Holy Catholick Chhirch. 


And in this Church we are bound to continue, that ſo in 


the Commun ion of Saints, we may enjoy the benefit of 
the Word, Sacraments and Prayer, by which means the 
Holy Ghoſt works Grace in us, and encreaſcs the ſame; 
till it be perfected in Eternal Glory, to which good men 
fhall be advanced both in Soul and Body at the Reſur- 
rection, as theit Souls made Entrance upon it preſently 
alter their deatg. N | 
Lhos you ſce how a right Belief leads a Man to Holineſs 
of Life. And thacfore-in holy Scripture, do we find ſo 
much mention made of, Faith, or ot believing in God; 
and in Chriſt. This in many places is highly extolled, 
and moſt ſtrictly required of us, as the very gum of our 
Duty? inſomuch that we are often ſaid to be j aſtifled, or 
doned on account of our Faith, and to be ſaved by 
aith; and all this chiefly, as l 1uppoſe, becauſe true Fa ich 
oduces Obedience, and makes a Man become an hum- 
le and ſincere Diſczple of jeſus Chriſt, and fo makes us 
fit for the Mercies of God in aud through our bleſſed Sa- 
viour. But when Faith does nat bring forth the Fruit of 
Holineſs, and good Works, it's of no value with, God, 
nor will ſtand us in any ſtead, as you may ſee at large in 
the ſecond Chapter of dt. Fames, to name no other places. 
Where late you know we are engaged by our Baptiſin, not 
only to believe all the Articles of the Chriſtiau Faith, but 
alio to keep:Goa's Commandments, which. Lam to ſpeak 
of next. 3 * | 1 
\ , Now: thefe Commandments are alſo plainly contained» 
in the holy Scriptures: and therefore there is flill more 


© 


reaſon why you ſhould diligently read and ſtudy the ſame, 
that you may know the wall of God, and doit. And alk 
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that is to be done by us, I reckon it contained in the Teri 
Commandments, as they are explained to us, and urged 
upon us, both by the Prophets in the Old Teſtament, 
and by our Saviour and his Apoſtles in the New: Eſpe- 
Cially in our Saviours Sermon on the Mount, in the Fifth, 
Sixth, and Seventh Chapters of St. Matthew. And there- 
fere often read over theſe: three Chapters, There you 
will find what manner of. perſons the Diſciples ot Jeſus 
ought to be, even like their Maſter, of an humble, lowly 
Spirit, meek and gentle, pure and peaceable, . merciful. 
patient; and the like. Such as theſe he pronounces bleſſed 
in the beginning of that heavenly Sermon, and theſe alone 
are they whom he will make moſt bleſſed with himſelf 
for ever. But if you will have the Sum, of your Duty to 
God and your Neighbour, as required. by the Tan Com- 
mandments, briefly repreſented, take it in the very words 
of the Church Catechiſm. a. td i ds 
My Duty tawards God is to lalievs in him, 0. fear him, 
to lave him with all my heart, with all my mind, with all my 
ſoul, and with all my ftrength ; ia worſhip him, ta giue hun 
thanks, to put ny whole iruſt in him, to: call upon. bin, 10. h. 
nour his holy Name, and bis Mord; and to ſerue him truly 
all ibe days of my life, | | 
My Duty towards my Neighbour, is to leue him as my ſelf, 
and to do toall men az I would they ſhonld do ts me, ta loves 
. henour and ſuccour my Father and Mother. Jo hangur and 
obey.the King, and allthat are in Autherity unden him. | To 
ſubmis my ſelf io all my Governors, Teachers, Sgititual Pas 
flors aud Mu ers. To order ay (elf lamiy and re uerensiy is 
all my beit erg. To hurt no lady ij word, or derd. Jo li true 
and juſt in all my dealing. Io bear no malice nor barred 
in my heart. To keep my hands fram piclhing aud ſtealing, 
my tong ue from evil ſpeaking hing and /31ndering, Todgaep 
my body iu Temperance, Sobernefs and Chaſtity. Not. toco vat 
and defire other mens Goode; bu to learn; and labour trug 
io get my tun Living, and ie de my duty; is thut ſtata of life 
into which. it ſbatl pleaſe God, to call me; 1 
Here you have your duty ia a little room, uhich yo 
may eaſily keep in memory but eſpecially, beg of God ta 
Write his Laws in your heart, that yau ma freely and 


theartully obey them in your liſe and gonxefſatian. on 
| | or 
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1 for your further Aſſiſtance, I ſhall a little enlarge upon 9 

11.19 i the chief of theſe Duties, efpecially the Love of God and hi 

N your Neigbbour, and ſo conclude with ſome ſhort and 3s 
general Directions for the guiding of your Steps more 

rreadily and conſtantly in the Ways of Holineſs all the days <> 

of your Life. n ph — e 

To love God with all our Heart and Soul, is the firſt | * 8 

and great Commandment; as bur Saviour himſclt teach — 

eth us, Mett. 22. 37, 38. This makes us more eaſily to th 

obey all the reſt of hs Cortmanids. For if e truly love 80 

God, we fhall be very fearful to offend bim, and very 107 

careful to pleaſe him in all ofir ways. And then do we to 

truly love God with all our Heart, when we love him ly 

more than all other things in the Word, more than Rich- bs 

es, Pleaſures, Honour, Friends or any other Enjoyments, fo 

yea, more than our very Lives; ſo that we will part with ha 

all, rather than looſe the Favour of God, in which we ac- Jon: 


count our Happineſs chiefly to conſiſt. This Itake to be 
the very Eflence of Religion, and *cis that without 
Which our Saviour tells us, we cannot be his Diſciples, 
Mart. 10. 37, 38. But when once we are got to this biel. 
ſed Temper, we ſhall find it no very hard matter to de- 
ny our ſelves, and take up our Croſs and fqllow our 
3 Maſter, both in well-doing and in patient Saf- 
+, La * 1 88 ä 
Wherefore let us earneſtly beg of God by his holy Spi- 
Tit to work this Love in our Hearts, And to our Prayers 
let us add our owndiligent Endeavours; and efpecially 


let us be much inthinking of all the Goodneſs and loving 4 
Kindneſs of God, mi nifeſted to us and to all the World. led 
Let us conſider what he has done for us already, both — 
for Soul and Body, and what he has promiſed to do 1a con 
the Life to come. Aud never let our Hearts be at reſt, Th 

till they are entirely fixed upon the ever-bleſſed God as had 
our chiefeſt Good, and only fatisfying Portion. And let Fe . 
us earneſtly ſeek his Favour throi gk out Lord Jeſus. the _ 
Mediator, who came into the World on purpoſe to bring 1 
us into a ſtate of friendſhip with God, that we might love Pea 
him, and be loved of him, and live withhim for ever in mes 

Love and ſoy. But always remember that Obedience to * 
. God, is the only ſare Evidence of true ſaving Love. He | | 


that 
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that loves God will hate and abhor Sin and Wickednefz. 
Let the Son pretend what Love and Honour he will to 
his Father, he does not truly love him, except he uſe all 
due care to pleaſe him. pe: 
And if you do thus fincerelylove God as your Father; 
then you may always comfortably truſt in him, and de- 
. pend upon him, which is another great Duty, and brings 
great Peace and Quiet to our Minds, Iſa. 26 3,4. Whilth 
you live in Obedience to God's Commands, you have 4 
ſure Iatereſt in his Promiſes,and may ſafely rely upon his 
good Providence for the Performance of them. Where. 
tore whatever your wants, your dangers,or Sufferings are, 
do not diſtruſt the Providence of God, but wait patients 
ly and do your own Duty; and be aſſured, God in his 
good time will ſuccour and relieve you, he will direct, com- 
fort and ſtrengthen you. Let all all the Experience you 
have hitherto had of his Loving Kind neſs, engage you to 
truſt in him as long as you live. And take great care that 
you never murmur nor repine againſt God under any Af. 
fliction whatever; when you meet with the heavieſt 
Croſſes and Diſappointments, or looſe your deareft Relati« 
ons and Friends, ſay with holy Fob, The Lord gives, and 
| the Lord takes away, bleſſed be the Name of. the Lord, Be- 
ſeech God to teach you that excellent Leſſon of Content= 
ment in all Eſtates, Phil.4. 11, 12, 13. Though you may 
be low and poor in the World, yet conſider, you have 
always cauſe to be thankful, but never any reaſon to com- 
plain. God knows what Condition is beſt for us; and let 


| us leave it to him to chuſe what we will have. We that 


deſerve nohting but Wrath and Miſery, ought to acknowy- 
ledge the great goodneſs of God, that we are on this fide 

Hell. It is of the Lord's ee that we are not utterly - 
conſumed, and that we do enjoy any Meaſure of Comfort. 
Think how poor che hore Jeſus was for our lakes, Whe 
had not where to lay his Head, and was Miniſtred to by 
the Subſtance of others; and in the ſame mean Conditi- 
on did the holy Apoſtles live. Your low Condition 
frees you from a great many Snares and Temptations,and: 
from a great many Cares and Sorrows that rich People 
meet wich. If you but truly love God, and have aTrea-. 


ſare in Heaven, you are yery rich, you have eise 
een. 1 ha ths 


* 
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ther Gold nor Silver. Fear not, but God will give you 
and yours Food and Raiment, and having that, let us be 
content and thankful. Yea, let us put the very worſt, 
that we ſhoul 
not one of a Thouſand does in times of Peace and Pleg- 
ty) yet if our Souls be fit for Heaven and carried thi- 
ther we ſhall have no Cauſe to complain of the manner 
of our Death. I have been a little the larger upon this 
for the ſake of poor People, who ars apt to be diſcon- 
tented, and ro murmur at their Condition; tho” alas, they 
commonly bring themſelves into it, or make it much 
worſe by their own careleſs and looſe Lives, as was be- 
fore mentioned. 
And yet before I proceed to the Duty you owe to your 
Neighbour, let me in a tew words direct you, as to the 
| Worſhipof God in Prayers and Praiſes. This is a Duty 
moſt frequently enjoyn' d in Scripture, and practiſed by 
all good Men, and Che yery light of Nature may direct 
us to it. Ve have daily need of God's Mercy, and do daily 
taſte of it, and therefore ie are taught to pray continualiy, 
and in every thing ib give Thanks, To God alone muit 
we offer up our Prayers and Praiſes, in the Name of ſeſus 


Chriſt, as he himſelt teacheth us, Mat. 4. Io. Fob. 16. 23. 


We mult not pray to Angels or Saints, nor make uſe ot 
them as our Mediators, for this is the peculiar Office of 
Chriſt, who died for us, and is now inte rceeding at the 
right Hand of God, 1 Tim.2.5. Heb.q. 25. Wherefore 

we meas, ſinful Greatyres, muſt always come to God in 
tue Name of Chrift, and for his ſake alone, hope for the 


Favour of God, the Pardon of our Sins, the Acceptance 


; - our Perſons and Services, and the Salvation of our 

And our Saviour teacheth us to worfhip God in « pure 
and Spiritual manner, with our Hearts and Souls; becauſe 
he 13 a Spirit, and ſearches the Hearts of Men, Fob 4. 24. 
Where tote by no means may we make any Image or Pi- 
cure of God, nor may we give Religious Worſhip to an 


Image, which is directly contrary to the ſecond Command - 


ment. Neither may we frame in our Minds any Bodily 
Shape or likeneſs of God when we pray to him, but mutt 
conceive of him a5 moſt pure and glorious Spirit, mot 

i powerful 


d ſtarve to Death for want of Bread (Which 


liftit 
tor a 
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powerful, and wiſe ; and good, who fills the whole World 
with his preſence, and is always near to us, tho* not to be 
ſeen with bodily Eyes; and hearsour Prayers,and knows 
our wants, and is both able and willing to help us, 

Our Saviour hath commanded us te pray in private; 
when we are alone, Matt. 6. 6. And there he taught his 
Diſciples how to pray, and hath given us that moſt excel- 
lent Form which we call the Lords Prayer, Our Fathir 
which art in Heaven, & e, which by the way, may aſſure 
us, that Forms of Prayer are very lawoful, and the Lord's 
Prayer may both ſerye for a Pattern to direct us in all our 
Prayers, and alſo is it ſelf moſt fit to be uſed and joyned 
to our other Prayers. But it is not proper to uſe the Be- 
lief and the Ten Commandments for Prayers, as the 
Manner is of poor ignorant People; tho? we ought often 
to think of them, or rehearſe them, for the quickning 
of our Faith, and the guiding of our Lives. | 

Upon all occaſions in all our Troubles and Diftreiles; 
let us be much in Prayer to God, and ſtill ſeek to ini 
for Mercy and Comfort, who is always nigh to them that 
call upon him in Truth and Sincerety. Would the poof 
Man ſeck as earneſtly to God for Relief, as he does to hid 
rich Neighbour, he would find ic the ſureſt Courſe to 


have his wants ſupplied, And let us alſo frequently be 


lift ing up our Hearts to God in Thankſgiving and Praiſe; 
for all his Mercies and Favours which he beſtows upon 
us. Thus may even the pooreſt Man have his Mind of- 
ren employ'd when he is at work in the Shop, or in she 
Field, or When he is walking in the way, or failing on 
the Seas, which would not hiader, but further his La- 
bours, and make them more eaſie and pleaſant, But bes 
ſure to ſet ſome Time apart every day for ſolemn Prayer. 

Very fit it is to begin the Day with Prayer to God, as 
ſoon as we riſe out of Bed; bleſſing his Name tor our 
Preſervation and quiet Reſt, begging his gracious Pre- 
ſence with us all the Day, tliat we may be kept from all 
Evil, eſpecially, from Sin, the worſt of all. And at the 
Evening let this be our laft work before we lie down to 
ſleep, humbly to commit our ſelves to God by Prayers, 
P/al, 92.1, 2, EL, = EN 


. Exceeding * 
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Exceeding uſetul is it for thoſe who have Families, to ja 
joyn together Morning and Evening in Prayer to God fe 
and in reading ſome part of his holy Word, for which 
purpoſe there are many good Books of Devotion: And c 
tho' they have none of them, yet they may uſe ſuch of 1 
the Prayers of the Church as are proper for their purpoſe, 
which are to be found in the Morning and Evening Ser- 
vice, and in other places. = V 
Before you fit down to Meat, beg God's Bleſſing upon 
it, and afterwards return T banks for it. 7» 
But beſides our Devotions in the Family or Cloſet, our A 
great Duty is to Worſhip God in the publick Aſſemblies a 
of his People, which by no means we ought to forſake, 
Heb. 10 25. Suffer not your ſelves therefore by any Pre- ds 
tences whatever to be drawn away, either by Papiſts or 
Settaries, from the publick Worſhip of God, as it is now 
by Law Eſtabliſhed in the Church of England. Bur ſee 
that you duly reſort ro your Pariſh Churches, and that 41 
not only on Holy days, but on the Week days, when you an 
have Opportunity and Leiſure, More eſpecially ſee that 
you conſtantly frequent the Church on the Lord's- Day, if ſa 
not hindred by Sickneſs, or ſome other very great and cy 


F 
l; 
f 
d 
ö 
; 

. 


urgent Cauſe. Let not that excuſe keep you from Church, I ne 
which would not keep you from the Market. Bring as tr. 
many of your Family along with you as can poſlibly be vi 
ſpared. Come to the very beginning of the Service, and Et 


ftay quietly ts the end of it, not running away before | 
the Bleſſing, as many careleſs People rudely do, as if they 
were glad to get away, as from a Priſon, Behave®-your at. 
ſelves with all due Reverence, beth of Body and Mind, 
conſidering the Majeſty of that God, in whoſe Preſence fa 
| you ftand, before whom the very Angels veil their Faces. 8 
$3 Always kneel at your Prayers, it there be Convenience, 
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or ſtand at leaſt, Pſal..95. 6. Above all, look well to - 
the Temper of your Soul, and keep up an awtul Senſe, th 
of the great God to whom you are praying, and' mind th 
well what is ſaid as you go along with the Prayers, and _ 
offer up your Deſires to God; otherwiſe, though you 80 


may ſpeak much you do not pray at all Avoid all vain | © 
and wandring Thoughts as much as poſſible. When you th 
foynin the Confeſſion of Sins, think of your own * C 

es bt wa C 
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lar Faults, and be deeply humbled for tbem: And be un- 
feignedly thankful tor all God's Mercies, whilft you arg 
praiting his Name, and earneſtly long after that Grace 
you pray for. Attend with Care and Reyerence to God's 


Word, when it's read, from the Desk, and alfo to the 


preaching and explainingof it from the Pulpit, that you 
may be both dili gent Hearers, and faithful Doers of the 
Word. Negle& not the Church in the Afternoon tho? | 
you ſhould live where there is no Sermon. Catechifing 
may be as uſeful to you, and this ought to be in all Pla ces. 
And beſides that, yeu will hear the Holy Scriptures read, 
and have the benefit of the publick Prayers. 8 0 
Muhen you come from Church ſpend not the Remain- 
der of the Day in >ports and Idleneſs, much leſs in Drink - 
ing and Gaming, as too many do: But if you have a Fa- 
mily, let ſome time be ſpent with them, in praying, in 
reading God's Word, and ſome good Books; and let Chil- 
dren and Ser vants be inſtructed in their Catechiſm. Ex- 
amine them about what they have heard, that ſo it may 
make them more attentive; and do you meditate on the 
ſame, that it may ſink into your Heart. Works of Met- 
cy and Neceſſity may be done on the Lord's Day, but by 


no means allow your ſelves in any needleſs Labour, nor in 
travelling upon the Road or wandring about to make idle 


viſits, God allows us fix days in the Week for our own 
Employments, let us devote the Lord's Day to his Ser- 
vice, readily and chearfully. 2 * 

When the Sacrament of Baptiſm is Adminiſtred, do you 


attend to it, Remember your own Engagement by ha- 


ving received it in your Infancy, and reſolve to live an- 
ſwerable thereto, Join in Prayer for God's Bleſſing on 
the Children then received into the Church. And when 
you brivg your own Children to be baptized, ſee that 
you do more ſincer ely give them up to God, and devote 


them to his Service, with firm Reſolutions to bling 


them up in his Fear if God ſpare your Lives and theirs: 
and earneſtly pray for his Grace to be given into their 
Souls, And thoſe to whom you ſtand as Sureries, you 


- ought to do your utmoſt toward their good Education in 


the Knowledge of God and Religion, according to th e 
Charge given you, eſpecially if the Parents dies or prov 
JJ (/ 
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negligent. And pray beware of a very wicked Practice, 
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which is common in ſome places, that after a Child is 
baptized, the Neighbours that are invited, ſpend the reſt 
pf the Day in Riot and Drunkenneſs, forgetting that even 

ow they renounced the Luſts of the Fleſh ; thoſe who 


good at the Font, and all the reſt are under rhe ſame 


bligation. . 


henever you are invited by your Miniſter to the ho- 


© 

ly Communion, do not willingly neglect the Invitation; 
but come with a thanktul Heart, to keep up the remem- 
brance of Chriſt's Love in dying for dinners, according to 


Eis expreſs Command, Lak. 22. 19. Take care to prepare 


your ſelves, by true Repentance tor all your former fins 
and ſted faſt purpoſes by God's Grace, throughly to for- 
fake the ſame. See that you be in perfect Charity with all 
Men, freely forgiving thoſe who have offended you, and 
offering ſatisfaction to thoſe whom you have offended, 
If after this they will not be reconciled, that's nor your 
fault, but theirs; and therefore may not keep you trom 
the Sacrament. Stay not away out of a Pretence, that 
ou want time to Prepare your ſelf. For a conſtant holy 
ife is the beſt Preparation. If you are fit for Prayers, 
you are fit for the Communion. Do not think that the 
mmunion is only for Rich People. The Souls of the 


oor are as precious as the Rich; and as much concerned 
in Chriſt's Death; and they have as much cauſe to re- 


member it, and ſeek after the benefits of it. If you have 
not Money to offer at the Collection, ſee that you offer up 
your ſelves to God, and that will be of more Value, 
Complain not that you want wow and therefore you 
Abſent, both from the Church and Communion; but ſee 
that you come in the Wedding Garment required in the 


Goſpel, with humble, penitent, thankful Hearts; and 


then you will be welcome Gueſts at Chriſt's Table. For 

our — if you have no Books on this SubjeR, yet 
Read ſeriouſly the Office for the Communion inthe Com- 
mon Prayer, and you may find very great Aſſiſtance from 
It, It's very fit alſoto Conſult with your Miniſter, eſpe- 


cially the firſt time you Receive. Aſſure your ſelves, it's 
à very hainous Sin, to live one year after another, in the 
Neglect ofthis weighty Dutyand argues a very grext Con- 


le 
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tempt ef our Sayiour's Authority, and of his infinite Loye. 
and Kindneſs. 1 . A 
Before I leave ſpeaking of your Duty to God, let me 
beſeech you carefully to abſtain from that common hai 
nous Sin ot Swearing. A moſt ſenſleſs piete of wickednels,. 
chat brings neither pleaſure nor profit along with it. When 


you are call'd before the Magiſtrate in weighty Caſes, you 
may la wfully ſwear, Heb, 6, 16. but take great care to 
Swear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth; for other- 


wite you call the True God to witneſs a Lye, and do 
even call for his Vengeance upon your ſelves. In your 
ordinary Communication, avoid all manner of Swearing, 
either by the Sacred Name of God, or by any Creature, 
Matth. 5.34. Fam. 5.12, Uſe not ſuch Expreſſions, A, you 
hope to be [av'd, As you hope for mercy ; with others the like, 
which are great Oaths, though frequently uſed upon eve 
ry ſlight occation. Do not ſo much as raſhiy and careleſly 
mention the holy Name of God or Chriſt; but let your 
inward Reverence be manifeſted in your outward Ex- 
preſſions. N | 

And to this I may fitly joyn an-earneſt Caution again 
the fin of Curſing in, which the Name of God is often 
diſhonoured; when Men wiſh that God's Curſe may light 
upon others, ſometimes on their very Children and near- 
eſt Relations, ſometimes on their Neighbours, and ſome- 


times on their Cattle. Some Prophane Wretches wiſh. 


Damnation to thoſe they Quarrel with, yea, oven to them- 


ſelves, And how common is it to hear Men in their 


Wiath, wiſh the Pox, or Plague, or Hanging to their 
feiphbour, or bidd ng the Devil take them. Indeed they 
bemſclves ſeem g de poſſeſs*'d by him, whilftt they Vent 
this Language of ; and do take the ready way to bring 
all manner of G both on their own Soul and Body, 


Pſal. log. 17, I þ. T is wicked Cuſtom proceeds both 
from the want of the true fear of God in Men's Hearts, 


5 


and alſo from want ef Kindneſs and Charity to ane ano 


ther; of which I am next to ſpeak a few Word. 
Next to the love of God above all, the loving of our 
Neighbours as our ſelyes, is the great Buty of a Chriſtian, _ 


as our Saviour. teaches in that ſame place, Mat. 22. 39,4. 


And Love is ſaid to be the 8.9 of the Law; Rem. 18.8, 


9,194 Nos | 
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2 10. Nothing more becomes a Diſciple of ſeſus Chriſt 
than to live in Love and Charity with all Men, doing all 
the good we can to others, but doing no manner of Evil 
to any. Read I Cor. 13. This is moſt frequently and ſtrict- 
iy commanded in the Goſpel, and made the very Badge 
and Character of a Chriſtian, Joh. 13. 34, 35. This makes 
us moſt like to our bleſſed Lord and Mafter, who went 
about continually doing good, both to the Souls and Bodies 
of Men, even to the very worſt of Men, and his moſt 
bitter Enemies, did he ſhew great Charity and Kindneſs. 
And herein let us ſtudy to be like him to the utmoſt of 
our power. i ; * | | 
If we have true Love for all Men we ſhall then eaſily | 
and readily perform all thoſe Duties which we owe ro || 
them in the ſeveral Places and Relations wherein we : 
ſtand ; of which I muſt not here go about to give a parti- 
cular account. But in' general Husbands and Wive ought 
moſt entirely to love each other, and ſtudy to render one 

# anothers lives happy here, and their Souls hereafter. For 

| if they live in Diſcord and Wrath, they have an Hell up- 

| 


. man as oa a £©#©® Yi qc an am 


on Earth whilſt they live, and have reaſon to expect the 

Eternal Torments of Hell when they die. Parents ought 

i to Love their Children and take due Care of them, both 

h as to Soul and Body; and Children ought to Honour and 
I Obey their Parents, and Relieve them, if they ſtand in 
; | Need. Maſters muſt be gentle and kind towards their Ser- 

| wants; and Servants muſt be faithful and Obedient to 

? their Maſters, even to the Froward and Seyere. Subje 


muſt yield Obedience to all the lawful Commands of their of 
Rulers, and patiently ſubmit to what Puniſhments the ius 
fAi&; and upon no pretence whatever may they Rebel g 
againſt them; for it is moſt arne ade in Scrip- 
# ture, and Damnation threatned to hat are Guilty, 
% Rom. 13. 1,2. And commonly Trealfog and Rebellion, 
1 bring nothing but Ruin and Miſery ia this World, as well 
2s the next. The People ought to eſteem and love their 
Mn Miniſters, to follow their Godly Admonitions and Ex- 
amples, and afford them due Maintenance, W 2 
In brief, we muſt carefully abſtain from doing any Ia- 
jury to any. Man, of what Rank or Condition ſoever, ei- 
er in his Soul. or Body, his Eſtate or Good Name; bot 
12 „ b Kr A * . Mu 
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The Chriſtian Monitor. 
muſt be ever ready to do all manner of Good to all Men, 
according to our Ability and Opportunity. And hereby 
we are to ſhew, that we Love our Neighbours as our 
ſelvee, hy dealing with all Menſo truly and juſtly, ſo mer- 
_ cifully and kindly, as we defire to be dealt with our ſelves, - 
This is the great Rule of the Goſpel, Mat 7, 12. And by 
this Rule ought we to govern our ſelves in all our Carri- 
2 ge towards others, both in buying and ſelling, and in 
our whole Converſa tion. This is a very plain and cafie 
Rule to walk by, and is moſt juſt and equal, ind very 
large and comprchenſive; ſo that if a Man will boneftly 
and faithfully attend to it, he need not go far to ſeekior 
Direction how to behave himſelf in moſt Caſes that may 
happen berwixt him and his Neighbour. Would I be re- 
viled and ſlandered, cheated and cozened, beaten and 
hurt, or any other way. abus d? If not, then let me not 
uſe another at this rate, Would I be deſpis'd and de- 
rided for my Faults, or tor my Poverty and Misfortune ? 
| Would J not rather in Reaſon defire to be kindly in- 
ſtructed, aſſiſted and relieged? Thus then, Jet me dee! 
with my Neighbour, and according to my Power, with 
meekneſs and true Kindneſs, Inſtruct the Ignorant, Re. 
claim the Vicious and Erroneous, Comfort the Sad, Re- 
lieve the Oppreſſed, Feed the Hungry, and Cloath the 
Naked. Even thoſe that are of a mean Condition, muſt 
be ready to help ſuch as are in greater want than them - 
ſelves. ' The Man that lives by his Labour, is not wholly 
excuſed from Works of Charity, Eph, 4 28. The Widow's 
Mite is very Acceptable to God; and a Cup of Cold 
Water ſhall not looſe its Reward, - A willing Charitable 
Mind it is that God chiefly looks at, and calls for, and 
this the pooreſt may have, if it be not their own Fault. 
And our Charity and Kindneſs is not only to be ſhewn 
to our Friends, but to our very Enemies themſelves. 
We may not render Evil for Evil, but muſt ſtudy to over- 
come Evil by doing of Good. If another ſtrike us, we 
may not ſtrike again; if he Rail upon us, and Revile us, 
we muſt not return the ſame ill Language; but either by 
filence, or by gentle and ſoft Anſwers endeavour to Ap- 
peaſe his Wrath. For the Rule is not, to deal with others 
as they deal with me, but as I in Reaſon deſire to be 
. 8 dealt 
| * 


* Y » "4 4 
* 4 4 * 
1 
} 
15 
1 | [ 
* 


„%%% Ä—AU—'. 


” 
* 
4 


— — 


— 


. ya 

— — En 
— —— — 
N ** a 
— 7 


— 


TIE ar>s-=—. = — 

— "AA AIG ar — 
* x 4 2 $15.08 Rr_neny 

2 


— 


>) 
_ a a » wx. N 
_ . ] u 0b” Penis. ts. FS I. 
— — — — 


N 
1 
. — — ” Sd” — — +a — — 5 — 2 4 a * 
2 P 3 ů —̃ . — 3 EE POPE nes | 
=" = af * 1 1 
3 
* * 


** P 


«, b PIC 
* „rn 


1 


"—_— 


— — — . * 
. — 4 8 — * 
— — — A — e * 
— - — > ren, = 4 4 I K 
"4 8 Y ws if =. 4 > * DEI no ade . = : 
r % * . * „ * 
1 N a 23 2 e t err me 
— ct. ns” r bd : * 
— > up 4 ” 
. IPs PIO 1 
8 Sg TR — 
5 dn — 
* 


42 The Chriſtian Monitor. 
dealt with ;and another Man's Fault will not excuſe mine. 
If he do mean Injury, I muſt not*be Judge in my own 
Cauſe, nor take upon me to revenge it, but in weighty 
Ciſes may fly to the Magiſtrate for Relief. But upon no 
Account whatever may we bear any grudge or hatred in 
our Hearts againſt any Man, though never ſo wicked, 
nor never ſo much our Enemy; but we mult pity him, 
and pray for him, that God would give him a better 
mind. If ever we hope to find Mercy with God, and 
have our Treſpaſſes forgiven, we mult forgive thoſe that 


Offend us, as we learn from the Lord's Prayer, and ma- 


ny molt plain places of Scripture, See Math. 5. 44, Cc. 
Matth. 18. 21. to the end. Rom. 12,14. to the end. We 
muſt ſhew meckneſs and gentleneſs to all Men, and never 
willingly ſoy or do any thing to provoke another to An- 
ger; nor ſhould we be cafily provoked, but very eafily 
appeaſed and reconciled. It's very ſad,to conſider what 
wretched and miſerable Lives many of the poorer ſort 
lead, by their continual Brawling and Scolding, Quar- 
relling and contending one with another; and ſonetimes 
when they have ſcarce Money to buy Bread, they je throw 
it away in vexatious Law suits, meerly out of Spite and 
Revenge. | | | N 
And the People of this Rank ought eſpecially to beware 
of envying thoſe that are in better Condition than them 
ſelves. We ought to have that tiue Kindneſs and good 
Will for all Men, that we ſhould be glad of their Proſpe - 
rity, though we our ſelves be in Affliction: As on the o- 
ther hand, we ought to have great compaſſion for thoſe 
in Miſery, though we be in Proſperity. 1 
And let ſuch that are in Want, take heed that their 
Neceſſities put them upon no unlawful Coui ſe for their 
Relief. Particularly, beware of ftealingany thing, though 
of a ſmall value, By degrees it's to be fear'd, you will 
go on to greater matters, and ſo may bring your ſelves 


to Shame and Puniſhment in this World as well as that 


to come. The beſt way to avoid this, is to be very di- 
ligent in your lawful Calling, as the Apoſtie Directs in 
that place before-named, Ep. 4. 28. If you are not able to 
Work, it's Jawfyl'to Beg. But by no means betake your 
ſelves to this lazy, unprofitable Life of Begging, if — 
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are able to ſubſiſt by any other lawful Courſe.- He thar | 
will not work when he can, deſerves net to Rat. But 
rather than either Steal or Starve, you may ſeek for Re- 
lief from your Neighbours Charity. But do not go 
about to deceive him, by borrowing what you know you 
are never like to pay; for this is downright Cheating. 
Rather deal plainly and make known your Neceſſities, 
If you truſt in God, and do your Duty, he will take 
Care of you: And though you may be in Straits ſome- 
times, yet ſtill you will find a Supply. And to prevent 
your Poverty, let me eſpecially warn you againſt that 
common Bruitſh Sin of Dtunkenneſs, which brings both 
this and many other miſchiefs along with it, as I have be- 
fore told you. Indeed it hinders very thing that's good, 
and leads Men into all manner, both of Sin and Miſery. 
This Vice it is that ma kes more Beggars than any other 
Cauſe, Where fore, if you have any Regard to your Fa- 
wilies, any loye to Soul or Body, aveid At Riot and Ex 
ceſs, Eat and Drink moderate'y, as may tend to keep 
you beſt in Health. and make you molt fit for the Service 
of God and your own Gallings, 

And laſtiy, Feware of that filthy Sin of Whoredom, 
which very often goes along with Drunkenneſs; and as 
often brings the Curſe of God, both upon Meus Bodies 
and Eſtates. And to keep you Innocent avoid Idleneis 
as well as Iatemperance. And fly from all lewd and wick: 
ed Company, where you are in danger of being enticed 
and enſnared; and do not fo much as allow your ſelves -. 
in any unclean Thoughts or Defires, nor in filthy Diſ- 
courſes, or in any wanton Carriage and Behaviour. For 
the preventing of all wickedneſs in this kind, God. hath: 
allowed Marriage; which is ſaid to be Honourable in all, 
but Whoremongers and Adulterers God will Judge, Heb: 
13.4 Wherefore let them who are in that State keep 


ſtrictly true to their Marriage Vow : And all both Mar- 


ried and fingle, preſerye both Body and Soul ſo Chaſte 
and Pure, that the Holy Spirit of God may now dwell 
in their Hearts, and they may be fit ro dwell for ever in 
the Preſence of the moſt holy God. „ 
And thus I have plainly given you an Account wherein 
conſiſts that Holineſs of Lite, to which all Chriſtians are 
pee | 7 Obli- 
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44 The Chriſtian Monitor. 
obliged by the Precepts of our bleſſed Saviour, and by 
their Baptiſmal Vow, which binds them to keep his Pre- 
cepts, and to fo'low his Exan ple, who himſclt lived in 
the ſame holy manner that he taught; and bath com- 
raanded thoſe chat ſay they abide in him, 10 walk. as he 
wwalked,x Joh. 2.6. Theſum of all you have in few words, 
. which the Goſpel teacher, even that we ſhould deny un- 
41 j goalineſs and Worldly Luſts, and live ſoberly, righteiu/ly and 
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proufl) in the World. Tit. 2. 11, 12, | | 
And now let me again beſeech you ſeriouſly to conſi- 
1 der whether it bas been your care to live ſuch holy and 
good lives, yea or no. And wherein ſoever your Con 
. ſcience dath accuſe you, that you have negleded the Du- 
ties God hath commanded, or committed theſe Sins 
, which he hath forbidden, do you humbly acknowledge 
'F and confeſs the ſame to Almighty God, with true Godiy 
| - $orow for the ſame, earneſtly begging Mercy and par- 
don for Chriſt's ſake, who died on the Croſs for Sinners, 
and through whom all that confeſs and forſake their dins 
tall find Mercy. Wherefore do you henceforward reſolve 
by his Grace that you will forſake your Sins, and amend 
your Lives. and make it your chief buſineſs to keep Con- 
ſciences void of offence toward God and Man, not allow- 
ing your ſelves in any known ſin, nor in the wilful negleck 
ot any known Duty. Do not object againſt this, and ſay, 
that it is impeſſible to lead ſuch an holy Life. For Thou- 
ſands in the World, of all Ranks and Conditions, have 
done it in all Ages, hy the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, 
which you ſhall never want, if you ſeek it earneltly, and 
= improve it diligently. And though there may at ficit be 
me difficulty in leaving an il] courſe, yet by degrees it 
will grow eafie, and you will then find nothing ſo ſweet 
and pleaſant as Religion and Vertue. 5 
And do not, I beſeech you, fancy that it is not for poor 
People to think of being ſo Religious and Godly ; that 
this is only for the Rich, who have little elſe ro do. Why, 
will not you that are Poor have as much Care of your own 
Souls as the Rich, and ſtudy to be happy as well as they ? 
By this means you will be even with them, yea much hap- 
7 pier than they, even in this Life, except they be Good as 
| wellas Great. What is there in all I have ſaid, but * 
* ' - | ; ; J t 8 
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the podreſt may perform, if they have but a willing 
Mind? May you not love God and your Neighbour, be 


Sober and Chaſt, Meek and Humble, Pray to God, and 


Praiſe his Name, & c. Nay, is not this the much better 
way to keep you from Poverty, or to help you out of it ? 
Is it not much cheaper to live Soberly and Honeſtly, than 
to live in Drunkenneſs and Whoredom, and ſuch like 

Wwaſtful fins? Does it not coſt you much more to go to 
Law for Revenge, than to forgive an [njury ? One Vice 
coſts more the maintaining, than ten Vertues. And I am 
confident, more Families are breught to Poverty by gra- 


tify ing their Luſts, than by providing for their Children, 


how many ſoever they be. Is it not, think you, much 
better for your ſelves and Families, to ſpend the Lord's- 
Day in God's Service, both in Publick and Private, than 
to waſte your time and Money at the Alehouſe? Daily 
Experience ſhe ws, that it is not Religion, but the want of 

it, that makes Men Poor and Miſerable. Beſides that, ſuch 
good People have God's Bleſſifig and Favours, as I have 

already ſhew'd; and therefore he'll be ſure to take care 
of them arid theirs. | „ 

And pray do not think that you fhall be ſaved merely 
becauſe you are Poor : For if you be wicked and ungodly 
you will certainly be miſerable in the next World as we 
as this. Lazarus was not ſaved becauſe he was Poor, but 
becauſe he was a Pious Good Man : And on the other 
hand, Dives was not Damn'd for being Rich, but becauſe 
te was Luxurious and Proud, and wholly given up te 
Pamper and Adorn his Carcaſe, 

Let me further warn you againſt two or three dange- 
rous Miſtakes that harden many Men in their Sins. Be- 
ware of thinking that it's enough-for a Man to be Bapti- 
Zed, and keep his Church, and goto Prayers and der- 


mons, and ſometimes to the Communion, and fays his 


Prayers in Private, that this is enough to prove him 2 
good Chriſtian, and make ſure of Salvation. All this is 
very good, but this will not ſerve turn, except our Hearts 
be ſo thoroughly ſanctiſied by the Grace of God, that we 
do truly love God above all, and ſet our Hearts on the 


Joy of Heaven, and love our Neighbours, and be true aud 
juft n all out Dealing temperate and chaſt in our Conver- 


ation ; 
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ſation as is before deſcribed. And this is the great End « 

of Prayer, Sermons and Sacraments, to make us more 
and more Holy in Heart & Life: without which weſhall 

be rather wor ſe than better for them, Matth. 7. 21, 22, 23. 

Be not ſo weak as to think you may be ſaved by a good 

Beitet alone, by your Faith in Chriſt, and truſting in God, 
without Obedience to his Commands. It is for Chriſt's 
Sake only you ate ſaved, but he will ſave none but thoſe 
who obey him, A. 5. 9. And that only is true ſaving 
Faith, which purifie, the Heart, and produce Obedience, 
as you have heard betore. And fince, God has plainly 
told us, that we cannot be ſaved without Holinels, if we 
take up a tooliſh Confidence that we may be ſaved with- 
out it, this is not tiniting in God, hut our own Fancies, 
and the Devil's Deluſions. We may ſafely truſt in God's. 
Promiſes, but then let us ſee to perform the Conditions, 
and become ſuch an humble, holy People, as he has pro- 
miſed for Chritt's ſake to own and ſave. 

Take heedaiſo of miittakang the Nature of Repentance, 
as if it were only being à little (orry for our ins, and 
crying to God for Mercy, and then all will be well, tho? 
we go on {1111 in our old Ways. But this is a moſt dange- 
rous Miſtake, For a Man never truly Repents till he for- 
ſakes his Sin, and changes his Courſe: When the Drun- 
kard becomes ſober, and the prophane Man a devaut Wor- 
thipper of God, and ſo continues, True Repentance 
changes the Heart and Life of a Sinner, | 
And lattly, do not think it enough to forſ{k: ſome Sins 
and keep others; to do ſome good Duties and neg!ett 
others, and tken excuſe your ſelves by ſaying it is your 
Failing, Every Man has lu; failing, aud this 13 mine, So 
ſays the Drunkard and the M horemonger, and ſo fays the 

angry Man when he {wears or curies, or gives bad Lan- 
guage. But ſuch Sins as are committed againt Know;edge 
and Conſeience, and continued from Time to Time, when 
we hays leiſure to think beforehand and prevent them, 
theſeare to be reckoned as willful Sins, not as Failings. 
Eſpecially ſuch grofs Sins as Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, 
common Swearing or Lying, and the like, are not to be 

reckoned as Failings. lndeed whatever Sin a man loves 
and pleads for, and allows himſelf in, is not a meer OY | 
| „„ mity, 
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Sin as he does Sickneſs, and ſtrives and watches, and prays 
againſt it. He hates every falſe Way, and has aReſpeC to 
all God's Commands. A e Chriſtian muft be an entirely 
good Man, all of à Piece. A great Matter, I find it is 
with many People, that they do wrong to no body, nor 


have any Malice in their Heart, and therefore they think 


themſelves in good Condition God-ward. But though 


this is one good part of our Duty, yet it is but a Part. 
We mult alio fee that we do not wrong Almighty God 


and our own Souls, by ſetting our Hearts chiefly on this 
World, by negleCting his Worſhip and Service, by living 
in Exceſs or Uncleanaeſs, or any other known Sin. We 
muſt be both pious toward God, Loyal to our Prince, 
juſt and charitable to our Neighbour, humble and ſober, 


every way holy and good, if we will approve eur ſelves 
to be Chriftians indeed. He that wilfully offends in one 


Point, and allows himſelf therein, is guilty in effect of 


breaking the whole Law; For he deſpiſes God's Autho- 
rity; and if he meets with the ſame Temptation, will 


commir any other Sin. And as is commonly and truly 


{aid in this Caſe, one Stab, though but with a Pen-knife, - 


may wound a Man as Mortally, as Twenty thruſts with a 


Sword; ſo one Sin loved and delighted in, may damn 2 


Man's Soul as well as a thouſand, James 2. 10. 
Having'thus eadcayoured briefly ro remove your Ob- 
jections and Miſtakes, I do now again in the laſt Place, 
come to enforce my Exhortation, that you would ſeriouſ- 
ly and ſtedfaſtly reſolve to caft away every Sin, and molt 


entirely devote your ſelves to the leading ſuch a godly 


righteous and ſober Life, as you are bound to by your 
Chriſtian Baptiſm. If you are in deſpute with your ſelves, 
whether you ſhould reſolve upon it, pray Jook over the 
Arguments before laid down, and ponder them in your 
Mind, and then certainly you cannot but own, that F 
perſuade you to nothing, but what is very juſt and reaſon- 
able, and every way for your greateſt Good. And if 
you are convinced of this then proceed forthwith to this 
pious Relolution, without trifling or delay ing. The 
ſooner you do it, the ſafer it is, and the better for 
you, Do not go on in Sin at preſent, on a Pretence, this 
| . 3 8 ä you 
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N you'll repent hereafter, when you are older, or when 0 ® || ®;; 
i come to be fick, and die. Do not put off the great u- d: 
2 fineſs of Life to. the end of yaur Days, when you are er 
not ſure of Time or Strength, of of God's Aſſiſtance, or ty 
'F Acceptance of you. Do not plead the Exaraple of the V 
. Thief upon the Croſs: For his Caſe was nothing like yours hi 
'K that have long enjoy'd the Offers of Grace and Mercy. It Fi 
* no from this preſent Time you will heartily and fincere- pe 
ly return to God, you have no reaſon to deſpair of his to 
'F Mercies, how many or great ſoever your fins have been: 23 
b Bur if you ſtill perſiſt in Sin, preſuming upon God's an 
1 Mercy bereafter, you have juſt Cauſe to fear, that this th 
bold Preſumption, and horrid. abuſe of God's Grace, may nil 
end in your eternal Ruin and Damnation. - +< 


But if you are willing now ſpeedily to enter upon this 
Reſolution and Purpoſe, then let ine in a few words tar- 
ther direct you, by what means you may render it firm | 
and Jafting,and may be beſt enabled to perform the ſame, 
I. And firft. I would adviſe you to take the next Op- 
838 to confirm this holy Keſolution, at the Table of 
the Lord. I here ſolemnly renew your Baptiſmal Vow, 
Dedicate and give up your ſelf to God, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt; renouncing the Devil, the World and 
the Fleſh, and all thoſe wicked Ways they would draw. 
yon to, more eſpecially thoſe Sins, which you have been 
formerly moſt Ziel Hencetorth, let the Lord Jeſus 
that bought you with his Blood, be taken for your only 
Lord and Maſter, to govern you by his Spirit, and by 
bis Laws, as ever you deſire and hope to be ſaved by bis 
Pezth and Reſurrection. And uſe frequently to think of 
this ſolemn Engagement, after you have made it: That 
it may have due Force upon you, when you are tempted 
to revolt to any wicked Practice. Often repeat the ſame 
betwixt God and your own Soul; and eſpecialy renew 
it by frequent Attendance on the holy Communion, there 
ſceking for Grace and St ength from God, to walk in 
his boly Ways ſtedfaſtly and conftantly. . - 
II. But that brings me to a ſecond Di:eftion, That you 
ſhould not reſolve upon all this, in a confidence of your 
on Strength, but 19 a moſt humble Dependance on the, 
Orace of God, which he is ever willing to beſtow on 1 
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x ſeek it earneſtly in the Way he has appointed, by 4 
due Attendance on the means of Grace, the Word, Pray 
er and Sacraments, Wherefore as you have Opportuni- 
ty, attend carefully to the reading and hearing of his 
Word, and hide it in your Hears, that you may not fin again 
him. And be very much in Prayer to God tor his bolp 
Spirit, to be given you through his Son Jeſus, who will 
owerfully iatercede for you, and make good his Promiſes 
to humble and devout Supplicants, Luk, 11. 13. Fobn 16. 
23 24. Whenever you are in danger, and are aſſaulted by 
any Temptation to Sin; or are backward to what is goed, 
then eſpecially pray fervently for quickning and ſtiength- 
ning Grace, and your Prayers ſhall not be in-vain. | | 
III. To your Prayers add conſtant watchfulneſs over 
your ſelf at all Times, and in all Places and Companies, 
watch over your Thoughts themſelves, and over your 
Words and Actions. Satan is ever watching to deceive 


us, and there are many Snares & Dangers in all our Ways, 


and we have corrupt Natur es, and treacherous Hearts, and 
therefore had need to be very watchful, to avoid all Oc- 
caſions of Sin, as much as poſſible, and to ſuppreſs the ve- 
ry firſt beginaings. Think before-hand what Temptati- 
ons you are like to meet with, and fortifie your ſelt againſt 
what you cannot ſhun. Do not wilfully run into Danger, 
eſpecially, beware of bad company, by which many are 
drawn back to their former Looineſs. Be not led away 
by their Counſel or Example, nor be diſcouraged by their 
Jeets and Cenſures. Uſe often to look back upon your 
actions; and if you have been drawn into any wilful Sin, 


do not make a light matter of it, nor yet deſpair of Pardons 
if you be truly Penitent, Wherefore ſpeedily and ear- * 


neſtly beta ke your ſelf ro God by true Repentance, beg- 
ging Mercy for Chriſt's jake, and more grace to ſtrength- 
en and aſſiſt you. Renew your purpoſes for Amendment 
of Life and ſet your Watch mere ſtrictly for the future. 
IV. To quicken and engage you to this Watchtulneſs 
remember, that Almighty God is ever preſent with you, 
and obſerves all your Ways, and takes great Delight in 
your P iety and Holineſs, but is of purer Eyes than to be- 


hold the leaſt Iniquity with any Pleaſure, . Wherefore, 


„* = 


always walk as in the preſence of this Holy God whet] er 
alone or in eompany. D J. Think 


\ 
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V. Think often, how near you ſtand to another world, 
and what an Account you mutt give to God, of all your, 
Deeds dane in the Body; and ſo live now, as will be moſt 


\ 


for your Comfort at Death and Judgment. When the 
Profits and Pleaſures of Sir; entice you, compare them with 
the eternal Joys which they will deprive you of,and with 
the eternal Torments they lead to. Think whether ever 
any Man by ſinning againſt God, did gain ſomewhat that 
is better than Heaven, or that is worth going to Hell for. 
Let Eternity be very much in your Tho ghts, and the 
tading Vanities of this World will. have little Efteem 
— you. Often ponder of thoſe weighty Words of our 


Bleſſed Savious, What will it profit a Man togain the whole 


Wearid, aud loſe his own Soul? Or what ſhall a Man give in 
exchas.ge far his Soul Mark 8. 36 37. 

Laſtiy, inſtead of more Direction, let me adviſe you to 
acquaint your felf with your Miaiſter; and conſult him 
in the groat concera ment of your Soul, as Men are wont 
to do the Lawyer and the Phyſitian, in matters that con- 
corn their Bodies and Eſtates. Do net think it enough 
to hear his Sermons in publick, but take advice from him 
in private, and open to him the State and Caſe of your 
Soul ſo far as may enable him to give ſuch Directions, as 
aremoſt proper to your Condition. This eſpecially you 
ought: to do, when you firſt make Entrance upon an holy 
Life, and do firſt addreſs your ſeli to the Holy Communi- 
on or when you arc under any great doubts, and trou- 
ble of Mind; and are vexed with fore T emptations, ei- 
ther of one ſort or other; or when you are ſet upon by 


ſuch that would draw you away from our Church, either 


to Popery, or to any other Sect amongit us. Then pre- 
ſently beta ke your felf to your Miniſter : And in theſe or 
the like Caſes, take Direction from kim, and be ſure to 
follow his wholeſeme Counſel, and deſire his prayers to 
God for you. I know in large Pariſhes, Miniſters are not 
able to have a particular K nowledge of every Perſon; but 
yet all that know the worth of Souls, and the price that 
was paid for them, will be ready to give Attendance to 
the meaneſt of their People, that ſhall apply themſelves 
to them for Advice and Comfort, and will be glad of all 


Opportunities to promote the Honour and Intereſt of 
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J 7 their Saviour, and the good of precious Souls committed 

„te their Care. en, Ae, Has: 

= And thus have I as plainly and as fully as I well could | 

in fo lirrleRoom, directed you in that holy Way which | 
lead to eternal Glory; and have ſhewn you vohat great 


| Reaſon you have ro walk in that Way, and to zotitinue | 
therein to the End. As to thoſe who defire larger Dire- | 

p ctions next to the holy Seriptures (which I befeeth'you | 

l to read frequently with humility and ſeriouſneſs, efpeci. | 

ö ally the New Teſament.) Next to them, I fn refer 
| | you only to that pious and moſt uſeful Book, 75 Pole q 
7 Duty of Man, And heartily F' wiſh, that every poor FA mi- | 
5 ly in the Kingdom, was furniſh'd with one ot thoſe Books, 

| together with a Bible and Common-Prayer-B5ok, which 


might all be purchaſed for much leſs than Ten Shillings; - | 
and therefore 1t's great Pity they ſhould 0 | 
wanting. Though alas, I know, there are many Families | 
of poor People, where none of them read, and ſo Books 
to them are uſeleſs. Great Charity therefore it wala 
for rich Landlords and Gentlemen, to ſee that thè 
dren of their poor Tenants and Nejghbouts'be'pat"out'th 
School; and then to beſtow at leaſt, Bibles upon them, 
that the Knowledge of God and Religion may be pro- 
moted amongſt them; which would make greatly for the 
Good and Welfare both of Church and State.  Forithongh 
Brain ſick Opinions and falſe Principles may make Mes 
proud and 9 and troubleſome to their Get. 
nours, yet ſolid Knowledge and ſincere God lineſs WI 
ma ke Men humble and meek; quiet and peaceable ; obe- 
dient to Magiſtrates and Miniſters, full of Charity to their 
Neighbours, and ready to every good Work. And I am 
ſure, an Increaſe of this truly religious Temper; would be 
one of the greateſt Bleſſings that can be beſtowed upon 
this Earth, and would ſettle Kingdoms; Towns, ind Fa- 
milies, in Peace and Concord, which almeſt every voher 
are divided amongſt themſelves, as well as aal one 4. 
nother: And by ſuch bleſſed Effefts of true Religion ſbine: 
thing of Heaven would be brought down upon Rath, and 
our Souls would be well fitted for Heaven, when we are 
called off from this Earth into thoſt happy Regions above; 
whers there is nothing cle but Pence ar Holly b 
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Love and Joy, And may it p'eaſe God to bleſs theſe plain 

and ſhort Inſtru&ions for rhe enlightning of any Minds 
with that iſ4om from above, which is thus pure and peace- 
able, then ſhall | obtain my deſign, and have great Cauſe 
to be thankful. And that the Reader may joyn with we 
in theſe Wiſhes, I haye annexed hereto a Prayer for 
Grace,to lead an holy Life. And if he will but add dili- 
ent Endeavours to frequent and fervent Prayers, neither 
his Labour nor mine will be in vain, through the Grace 
and Bleſſing of Almighty God, from whom comes every 


$506 and perfect Gift, to whom be given all Honour and fi 
Glory, both now and for ever, Amen. - 
— — — eee — | c 
A PRATE R, Chiefy for ihe Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, þ 
in order to rhe leading of an Holy Liſe 6 

- Moſt Holy, and ever bleſſed Lord God, I do hum- * 

bly caſt down my ſelf before thee, acknowledging 1 

and lamenting my own Sinfülneſs, and carneltly begging 1 
thy Grace and Mercy through the Lord ſeſus, our only Jl 
Mediator and Advocate. 1 confeſs, © God, Iam a vile 4 
Sinner, polluted from the very Womb; but ſince I came a 
to the uſe of my Reaſon, I have defiled my ſelf with many t] 
wilta] and heinous Tranſgreſſions. I have ſadly neglected 2 
thy Service, and diſhunoured thy Name, and have been S 
greatly wanting in thoſe Duties which I owe to thee my tl 
God, to my Neighbour, and to my own Soul; and have n 
not lived in ſuch a Godly, Righteous, Charitable and 80- 0 
ber Manner, as I ought to have done: But have often Ii 
ated contrary to my own Reaſon and Contcience, and to | N 
the plain Precepts of thy Word; and contrary to my own u 
Promiſes and Vows ſor better Obedience. © Lord, give © 
me a clear ſight of my Sins, and ſach a deep Senſe of the fi 
Evil of my ways, that my Heart may be truly humbled, d 
and broken in the remembrance thereof. And for the R 
Lord Jeſus's ſake, who died for Sinners, be merciful to te 
me, O Father of Mercies, pardon all my Iniquities, and N 
let them not be remembred againſt me to my Condemna- f 


Von gither in this Warld, or that to come, Nor is it only 
5 nature 


2 
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thy holy Spirit, to Sandtifie me both in Body and Soul, 


that being made pure and Holy in Heart and Lite, I may 


ſerve thee diligently all my Days on Earth, and ſo may 


enjoy thee for ever in Heaven. I am fully convinced, 


that it is both my Duty and Happineſs to fear and ſerve 


| thee, the great and glorious God, who haſt made me and 


redeemed me, and hitherto graciouſly preſeryed me. [ 
acknowledge thy Service to be perfet freedom, and all 
thy Laws to be holy, juſt and good. Wheretore I de- 
fire utter]y to renounce and forſake every evil way, and 
moft enttie'y devote my ſelf to ſe:ve, and pleaſe thee in 
Newnelſs of Life. But chou, O Lord, knowelt the weak- 
neſs and corruption of my Nature 1 and how by evil 


backward to that which is Good, O do thou thfoughly 


_ Cuſtoms, I have made my ſelf more prone to uk more 


change my Nature by thy Grace, that I may häte and 


abhor all 'Wickedneſs, and take delight in the Ways of 
Yiery and Holineſs. Let no unmortined Luſt remain in 
my Soul; but do thou purifie and cleanſe me from Pride 
and Coyetouſneſs, from Envy and Malice, and from all 
impure and ſenſual Affections and Delires, and entich 
me with all the Graces of thy holy Spirit. Give me ſuch 


a clear Knowledge of thy infinite Goodneſs, and of ail 
thy glorious Perfections, that I may ever humbly admire 
and adore thee, and love thee with all my Heart aud 


Soul, and cleave to thee as my only Portion, preferring 


thy Favour tefoje all theenjoyments of this Worid. Hep 


me always firmly to truſt in thee, and freely to leave ail 
my Affairs to thy wiſe and gracious Providence, abſo- 


lutely reigning wy Will to thy holy Will in all things. 


Make me truly than kſul for all thy Mercies, and patient 


under Afflictions. By thy teaching let me learn ta be 


content in all Eſtates and Conditions. And good God, 
ſuffer me not n the greateſt Difficulties and Dangers to 
diſtruſt thy Mercies, or take any unlawtul Courie tor my 


Relief. I beg from thee ray daily Bread, and beſeech thee 


to give me an Heart well fatizfied with what thou ſeit 

moſt convenient for me. Give me ſuch a Spirit of Piety 

and Devotion that Imay take great delight in thy Wor- 

hip and Service, both in publick and Frivate, Fill ar 
| | | wie 
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Pardon that I beg, but moſt earneſtly I beſeech thee by 
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= - ' Prayer. 
with ſuch Love to my bleſſed Saviour, and with ſuck 
thankfulneſs for his Love in dying for Sinners,that I may 


go with more delight to the holy Communion, for the 
good of my Soul, than to the richeſt Feaſt that is made 
for my Body. 


Help me, O God, to ſhew my Love to thy bleſſed Self, 


by true Love and Charity to my Neighbours. Make me 


rractable and obedient to my Gove nours, both in Church 


and State, peaceable and gentle towards all Men, deaung 
with them ſo juſtly and truly, as I my ſelf defire to be 
dealt with. Make me tender and compaſſionate, and rea- 
dy to do all the good I can to others: And let thy Grace 
enable me freely to forgive thoſe that do evil to me, as 
I my ſelf hope for mercy and forgiveneſs from thee, my 
God. And help me always to live ſoberly and temperate- 


ly, purely and chaftly in Heart and Life; and with great 


meckneſs and humility in the Senſe of my own unwor- 


thineſs and manifold imperfe tions. ; 


O Lord, grant that my Heart may be fill'd with ear- 
neſt longings and deſires after thoſe Graces, which gow 
w:th my Lips | pray for; and help me to ſhew my fin- 


ccrity, by diligent endeavours, daily to grow in all Grace 


and Goodneſs, and to perfect Holineſs in thy Fear. Make 
me watchful over my ſelf, and all my ways, that I may 
caretully avoid all occaſions of ſin, and may check the firit 
motionsthereto in my own Heart. Keep me aſways deep- 
y ſenſible of thy Preſence, that I may walk bumbly with 
thee my God, and approve my ſelf to thee in well doing. 
Wean my Heart from all things here below. and prepare 
me for my departure hence into a better World. Help 
me always to live in ſuch a Religious and Holy manner, 
as will be moſt for my comfort at Death and Judgment. 
Strengthen my Belief of the precious Promiſes, and dread- 
ful T hreatnings of the Goſpel ; and let this Belief Rule 
and Govern me in my whole Converſation. O that I 
may never be Guilty of ſo much folly and mad ne ſs, as to 
loſe the eternal and unſpeakable Joys of Heayen, and 
throw my ſelf into the eternal Torments of Hell, for 
any of the Profits or Pleaſures of Sin, that ate but for a 
moment. Do thou, O Lord, by thy holy Spirit, ever 
Keep upon my mind ſuch a freſh and lively Seaſe of the 
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reaſonableneſs of Religion, and of the miſchief and folly 
of all Sin and Wicke neſs, that no Temptations of Satan, 


no Allurements of the World or the Fleſh, may hinder 


me from my Duty, nor draw me into any known vin ; 
but do thou ever ſtrengthen and aſſiſt me by thy Grace, 
and guide me by thy Counſel, till thou ſhalt bring me 
to thy ſelf in Glory. | 
Neither do I pray for my ſelf alone, but for all Man- 
kind, beſeeching thee to ſend the Light of thy Goſpei in- 
to all the dark Corners of the Earth, and grant that they 
who do enjoy it, may walk in all holy Obedience theretg. 
Be mercitul to theſe Kingdoms, pardon our Sins, and re. 
form us from them. Heal all our Diviſions; continue our 
Mercies, and make us truly thankful for. them. Bleſs the 
Queen's Majeſty , with the Royal Family, and all 
thoſe that are in Authority under them; and grant 


to us and all their Subjects, Grace to lead quiet and 


peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, Bleſs the 
Minifters of thy holy Word and Sacraments, and make 
them very diligent, and very ſucceſsful in their Endea- 


vours: Help us to bring ſuch Fruit from the Bleſſings 


we enjoy, that thy Goſpel, and the Ordinances thereof 
may be continued to us, and to the Generation aſter us. 
Shew mercy to all that are afflicted, whether in Soul or 
Body; and preſerve thoſe that travel on their lawful Oc- 
caſions, by Land or by Sea. Bleſs all my Friends and Re- 
lations, particularly, all that belong to this Family ; and 
help us all to live in the Fear and Love of thee our God, 
and in Peace and Charity one with another. Let thy Blei- 


ſing and good Preſence be with me thy unworthy Ser- 


vant, now and at all times, at my down-lying and up- 
riſing, in my going out and coming in, be thou my God 
and my Guide, even to the Death; and my Eterael Por- 


: 


tion, when Time ſhall be no more. 17 5 
And accept, O God, of my unfeigned deſires, to bleſs 


and praiſe thy glorious Name, for all thy Mercies and 


Favours to my ſelf, and to all Men: | bleſs thee for my 


Reaſon and Senſts, my Health and Strength, Food and Fi 
Raiment, and all the Comforts of this Life ; bur above 

all, 1 praiſe thee for thine ineſtimable Love in the Re 
| emption of the World by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for 
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the means of Grace, and for the hope of Glory. And 1 
beſeech thee, give me that due Senſe of all thy Mercies , 
that my Heart may be unfeign:dly thankful, that I may 
thew forth thy Praiſe, not only with wy Lips, but in my 
Life, by giving vp my ſelf to thy Servica, and by walk- 
ing before thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the 
Days of my Life, through Jeſus Chritt our Lord; in 
whoſe moſt holy Name and Words, I continue to Pray 
as he hath taught us in his Goſpel, ſaying : 

UR Father which art in Heaven, Hal owed be thy 

Name, thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done in Earth 

as :1 15 in Heaven; ive us this day our daily Breud; And 

forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that T:eſpaſs a- 

gainſt us; And lead us not into Temptation : But deliver 

xs from Evil: For thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory, for ecer and ever. Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of 
God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with me 
now and evertnore. Amen. 


The Belief. 

I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maler 
of Heaven and Farth : | 
And in Jeſus Chrift his only Son our Lord. Wis 
was conceived by the holy Ghoſt, Born of the Virgin 
Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was Cruci— 
fied, dead and buried, He deſcended into Hell; 
The third dey he roſe again from the dead, le 
aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almiglty; From thence he ſhali 

come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the hol) Ghoſt ; The holy Catholick 
Church; The Communion of Saints; The forgiveneſs 
of Sins; The Reſurrection of the Body, and the 
Life everlaſting, Amen. 
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